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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TOWN  HALL  CHAMBERS  ? 
KING  STREET, 
WAKEFIELD, 


arch  1974 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman*  Ladies  and  Gent  1  men* 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual 
Report  for  1972  for  the  City  of  Wakefield. 

The  changes  foreshadowed  in  my  1971  Annual 
Report  have  been  developing  apace *  On  the  one  hand  this 
has  been  seen  in  the  Local  Government  Sector  with  the 
Working  Parties  set  up  to  consider  the  environmental 
health  functions*  which  will  be  retained  in  Local 
Government*  and  on  the  other  hand  the  unification  of  the 
tripartite  health  services  has  also  been  progressing  with 
the  formation  of  Joint  Liaison  Committees  composed  of 
officers  from  the  Local  Health  Authorities,  Hospital 
Management  Committees  and  Executive  Councils.  These 
Committees  also  have  been  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  by  compiling  a 
profile  of  the  new  Health  Areas  which  will  come  into 
being  in  April*  1974® 

During  the  year  the  Home  Help  Service*  the 
Day  Nursery*  and  the  Registration  of  Chi Id-minders  and 
Play  Groups  were  finally  handed  over  to  the  Social 
Services  Department*  and  the  contact  and  means  of  using 
their  services  has  continued  to  be  available  to  this 
Department  on  request. 

Hie  year  1972  saw  the  opening  of  Fieldhead 
Hospital  for  the  mentally  handicapped*  which  it  is  hoped, 
when  fully  in  operation*  will  remove  some  of  the 
pressure  on  such  services  as  short  stay  care  and  in¬ 
patient  assessment  which  in  the  past  has  been 
unsatisfactory  on  an  out-patient  basis. 

This  Department  lost  the  use  of  the  Hall  Road 
Clinic*  but  have  been  promised  a  new  clinic  near  the 
Child  Guidance  Centre  to  which  it  is  hoped  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  will  give  loan 
sanction  at  an  early  date  so  that  building  can  begin  in 
the  near  future. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation  on  Computer 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  West  Riding 
County  Health  Department  to  inaugurate  a  scheme  for 

vaccination  and  immunisation  such  as  is  .run  in  the  County 
by  their  Computer  service,  and  the  scheme  started  on  the 
1st  January,  1973.  It  was  felt  that  after  1974  it  would 
be  an  advantage  to  run  similar  services  as  those  already 
existing  in  the  districts  surrounding  Wakefield. 

This  also  led  to  consider  adopting  a  scheme  of 
developmental  progress  of  children,  starting  from  birth; 
following  up  the  child  at  regular  intervals,  and  phasing 
the  final  examination  to  coincide  with  the  continuing 
surveillance  by  the  School  Health  Service s  The  exam¬ 

inations  are  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  those 
children  who  fail  certain  tests  are  referred  for  more 
intensive  examination  by  a  clinic  doctor,,  with  ultimate 
back  up  facilities  by  the  Hospital  Paediatric  Department, 

Cessation  of  Vaccination  for  Smallpox 

The  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security.,  on 
the  recommendation  of  an  expert  Committee,  recommended  the 
discontinuing  of  routine  smallpox  vaccination  of  children, 
though  they  advocated  that  certain  groups  of  persons  should 
continue  to  be  protected.  This  advice  was  given  in  the 
expectation  of  eradication  of  the  disease  from  certain 
countries  where  it  is  endemic*  and  because  it  was 
considered  more  people  have  adverse  effects  from  vaccination 
or  even  deaths  than  would  be  the  case  were  prompt  measures 
taken  in  an  outbreak „  Despite  this  advice,  smallpox 

vaccination  has  continued  to  be  offered  in  all  our  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics*  and  I  think  recent  events  support  this 
policy. 

Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation 

After  an  approach  by  the  Marie  Curie  Memorial 
Foundation,  the  Health  Committee  agreed  to  support  the 
introduction  of  a  day  and  night  service  for  people 
suffering  from  cancer  so  they  could  be  nursed  in  their  own 
homes.  This  is  a  free  service  which  is  supported  by 
voluntary  subscription,  and  offers,  as  well  as  the  nursing 
service,  financial  assistance  for  the  needs  of  the  patient 
where  necessary. 

It  is  hoped  that  through  the  instigation  by  the 
general  practitioners,  the  health  visitors*  and  the 
district  nurses*  this  excellent  new  service  will  be 
increasingly  used. 


Family  Planning  Services 


The  Health  Committee,  after  approaches  by  the 
Family  Planning  Association,  decided  after  much  discussion 
to  widen  the  scope  of  the  scheme  adopted  in  April,  1970a 
The  service  now  offered  is  a  family  planning  service  to 
patients  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Health  Authority.  It  is 
restricted  to  residents  in  the  City,  and  includes  free 
consultation  and  free  supplies  to  medical  cases,  and 
consultation  only  for  non-medical  cases B 

Staff 

The  position  has  remained  the  same  as  last  year, 
with  difficulties  in  attracting  full-time  doctors  and 
dentists,  and  there  appears  to  be  little  chance  of  any 
change  in  recruitment. 

The  Health  Committee  agreed  during  the  year  a 
partial  reorganisation  of  the  Nursing  Services  as 
recommended  by  the  Mayston  Committee,  and  created  a  post 
of  Director  of  Nursing  Services,  which  was  advertised. 

Despite  regular  advertising,  vacancies  still 
exist  for  Health  Visitors  and  District  Midwives*  In  the 
field  of  District  Nursing,  however,  the  vacancies  have 
always  been  readily  filled,  one  of  which  was  on  the 
retirement  of  Mrs.  Holland,  who  had  completed  twenty-five 
years  of  excellent  service  as  a  district  nurse* 

Ambulances 

Delivery  was  taken  during  the  year  of  two  new 
purpose-built  ambulances  and  one  12-sealer  mini-bus. 

The  latter  it  is  hoped  will  help  eliminate  waiting  in 
Out-Patient  Departments  of  sitting  cases.  These  new 
vehicles  are  welcome  additions  to  our  fleet  of  purpose- 
built  ambulances  to  replace  some  of  the  older  conversion 
type  ambulances. 

Statistics 

--■iiiirriiirrrr-i»»iiiiMii».nii»i ■  ni—  ,m  -  .i ■■  . . 

In  the  statistical  information  section  of  this 
report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  show  quite  wide 
variations  from  year  to  year,  but  this  is  to  be  expected 
when  considering  a  comparatively  small  population  the  size 
of  Wakefield. 

Fluoridation  of  Water 

The  Health  Committee  and  Council  were  not  asked 
to  consider  the  issue  of  fluoridation  of  drinking  water, 
but  it  would,  be  pleasing  to  have  this  issue  implemented 
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before  the  Health  Department  moves  out  I.ocal 
Government , 

This  will  probably  be  the  las''  ATnnal  Report  by 
a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Ci  ^y  of  Wakefield, 
as  both  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  local  government  unit  of  Wakefield  County  Borough 
will  cease  on  the  31st  March,  1973. 

The  first  copy  of  an  Annual  Report  for  this  City 
in  my  possession  is  dated  1887 .  The  environmental 
problems  outlined  in  that  report  of  85  years  ago  were 
immense.  Largely  by  the  efforts  of  a  succession  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  his  staff  and  the  City 
Council  has  the  City  become  an  improved  and  healthier 
place  in  which  to  live. 

Problems  still  exist,  but  the  emphasis  upon  them 
has  changed  very  considerably.  What  was  once  accepted 
as  an  irritable  but  inevitable  consequence  of  living 
has  now  become  an  intolerable  nuisance,  with 
legislative  powers  given  to  the  Council  to  remedy  them. 

I  hope  that  re-organisation  of  the  environmental 
and  personal  health  services  into  separate  statutory 
organisations  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  our  citizens, 
and  accelerate  the  means  by  which  the  environmental 
problems  can  be  overcome,  and  provide  an  improved 
health  service  for  the  individual. 

The  past  has  been  an  exciting  period  of  history 
to  all  staff  in  Health  Departments,  My  hope  is  that 
the  future  will  be  encouraging  and  rewarding  to  all  who 
will  be  participating  in  these  new  spheres  of  activity. 

In  conclusion  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen,  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  continued  help 
and  encouragement  during  the  year,  and  lastly,  but  by 
no  means  least,  I  extend  to  the  staff  of  the  Department 
my  thanks  for  their  continued  support,  for  withouth 
their  conscientious  efforts  the  work  of  the  Department 
would  not  have  been  accomplished. 

Yours  sincerely, 

D.  B.  REYNOLDS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


t 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE  1972 


Chairmans  Councillor  W„  F0  Ja  Hannaford 

Deputy  Chairman:  Councillor  K.  W.  Rhodes 

The  Mayor:  Councillor  G.  Pilmer 

Alderman  Ha  S.  Grainger 

Alderman  J «  Ha  Taylor 

Councillor  G.  Bale 
Councillor  J.  Cairns 
Councillor  J.  Hall 
Councillor  J.  B,  Hill 
Councillor  D*  M.  Hinchliffe 
Councillor  J.  Howarth 
Councillor  J*  W.  Se  Howarth 
Councillor  M.  J.  Kent 
Councillor  C.  Peaker 
Councillor  Mrs.  D.  Richardson 

Councillor  Mrs.  I.  EB  Senior 

Non-Council  Members  Appointed  upon  Nomination  from 

Other  Bodies: 

Nomi na t i ng  Bo dy 

!)'■  I  mu 'III  »■«■■■  l— null  l  Mr  nil  .In  i  «  n 

Mr.  D.  J.  Watson  National  Health  Service 

Wakefield  Executive  Council 

Dr,  E.  Norton  Wakefield  Local  Medical 

Committee 

Mrs.  F.  Tyas  Wakefield  Hospital 

Management  Committee 
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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF;  1972 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer: - 

DENIS  BUCKLEY  REYNOLDS,  M.RcC.S.,  L.RcC.P., 

D«P„HS ,  M.F.C.M. 

Public  Health  Department,  Town  Hall  Chambers, 

Ki ng  S treet,  W ake f i el d 

Telephone  No:  Office,  Wakefield  75157 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  Principal 
b chool  Medical  Of f i cer : - 

Post  Vacant 

Medical  Officer  in  Department s - 

Post  Vacant 

Chief  Dental  Officer  and  Principal  School  Dental 

Officer: - 

R_  EM  VJHITTAM,  L.D.S.,  R,C.S.  (Eng.) 

Dental  Officer  to  Ante-Natal  Clinics  (Part-time) 

As  V.  D>  BUTLER,  L,D.80 
Public  Analyst 

R  a  A  -  DALLE Y,  M n Chem «  A . ,  F » R  r 1 . C . 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: - 

W*  B„  TWYFORD,  (x) 

Deputy  Chi eg  Public  Health  Inspector: - 

A,  BARKER,  (x) 


(*)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 
for  Smoke  Inspectors 
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District  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Inspectors  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods:- 

J.  D.  HILL 

MISS  D.  KEIGHLEY  (resigned  7.5.72) 

B.  MURGATROYD 

P.  J.  ROULSTONE  (commenced  7.8.72) 

S.  S0  SPURR 

A.  J.  WILLIAMS  (from  1.7.72) 

J.  A.  WINTERBURN 

Authorised  Meat  Inspectors 

D.  A.  ROBERTS 
V.  SHARMAN 


Technical  Assistants :- 


G.  R.  ANDERSON 

M.  A.  TURNER  (commenced  13.11.72) 

Trainee  Public  Health  Inspector: 

W.  J.  EARNSHAW 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and  Superintendent 

Midwife: 

MRS.  A.  A.  WARD,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Health  Visiting  Staff:- 

MRS .  C.  ARBLASTER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., (PART  1), 

H.V.  Cert.  (Resigned  31.12.72) 

MRS.  I.  ARMSTRONG,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

(Resigned  31.7.72) 

MISS  M.  D.  CLARK,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

MRS.  E.  G.  CLIFFORD,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

MRS .  P.  FROBISHER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

MRS.  E.  GOTHORP,  S.R.N.,  Q.I.D.N.,  S.C.M.,H.V.  Cert. 
MRS.  A.  INMAN,  3.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  (PART  1),  H.V.  Cert. 

MRS.  M.  MARTIN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

MRS.  B.  M.  PRASHAR,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  (PART  1) 

H„ V.  Cert. 

(PART  1) 

H.V.  Cert.  (Resigned  5.10.72) 


MRS . 

B. 

ROBSON, 

S.RcN 

.,  S.C.M 

H.V 

MRS . 

M. 

SCOTT  (x 

)  Mr 

■N.,  S.C 

MRS . 

L. 

van  der 

VALK, 

S.R.N., 

Fieldwork  Instructor 


Venereal  Diseases  Social  Worker  (part-time): 


S , 


Es  W.  COHEN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,, 

QUEEN'S  NURSE 


Assistant  Health  Visitors: - 

MRS.  M.  ANDERSON,  S.E.N, 

MRS.  M.  P.  GOODMAN,  S.R.N.  (commenced  16.10.72) 

MRS.  D.  HANES' ,  S.E.N. 

MRS.  P,  A.  JONES,  S.R.N.,  O.N.C.  (commenced  16.10.72) 


Home  Nurses: - 

Senior:  MISS  P.  A,  LEADBEATER,  S.E.N. ,  0.N 


n 

* « ff 


O  r i  Vf 

l—*  o  O  j  ii  a  , 


QUEEN'S  NURSE 


Full-time: - 


MR.  F.  CALCUTT,  S.R.N.,  O.N.C. ,  QUEEN'S  NURSE 


VTS.  K,  COOK,  S.E.N 


MRS.  J.  M.  COONEY  S.R.N.  (Commenced  20.1.72) 

F.  M.  CROSSLAND,  S.R.N.,  O.N.C.,  QUEEN'S  NURSE 
I.  F.  LESLIE,  S.R.N. ,  S.C.M. 

B.  McCORMACK,  S.R.N. ,  QUEEN'S  NURSE 
MRS.  L.  PAYNE,  S.R.N.,  O.N.C.,  S.C.M.,  (PART  1) 

QUEEN'S  NURSE 
B.  PROCTOR,  S.E.N.,  N.D.N.(E)  Cert. 


s"ry  j 


Part-time: - 

MRS.  Hf.  HAEROP,  S.E.N.  (Resigned  19.12.72) 

MRS.  E,  M.  HOLLAND,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  QUEEN'S  NURSE 

(Retired  31.3.72) 


MRS . 

V. 

BROOK,  S.R.N.,  S 

.  C  «M 

MRS . 

B3 

CROWJHER,  S.R.N. 

.  So 

MRS . 

r'“t 

o. 

GAUNT,  S.R.N.,  S 

•  CoM 

MRS  a 

M. 

KETTEL,  S.E.N., 

S.C.] 

MRS. 

C» 

L.  MOLLOY,  S.R.N 

, ,  8 

MISS 

M. 

N,  MULLOY ,  S.R.N 

4 

.  3ci 

MRS . 

O 
-W  « 

C.  PARK,  S.R.N., 

q  n 

:-.o  m 

t  "r  ri  o 

MOO 

c. 

A.  ROBERTS,  3.R. 

i  J  ■  /  * 

3 chop 1  Clinic  Nur s e : - 
MRS c  Ja  DOYLE,  S.R.N. 

Physiotherapist: - 

MRS,  E.  M.  WAITE,  M.C.S.P,  (commenced  27.11.72) 
MRS .  M.  WILSON,  M.C.S.P.  (resigned  20.8.72) 
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Home  Help  Section  transferred  to  Social  Services 
Department ,  26,6.72 

MISS  A.  ARMITAGE  -  Acting  Organiser 
MRS.  V.  NAYLOR  -  Clerk 

Ambulance  Officer: - 

M.  G.  MOUNTAIN,  F.I.A.O. 

Chief  Administrative  Assistants  - 

G.  F.  BAUME,  A.M.R.S ,H. 

Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff; - 

MRS .  S.  ATKINSON  (Resigned  12.3.72) 

MISS  J.  M.  BROADHEAD  (Resigned  3.12.72) 

MISS  C.  CLIFTON  (Resigned  12.7.72) 

MISS  J,  E.  CHIDLEY  (commenced  18.12.72) 

MISS  R.  H.  CLARK  (commenced  13.7.72) 

MRS.  J.  R.  D'ARCY 

MRS.  J.  FOX 

MRS.  J.  M.  GIBSON 

MRS.  M.  HAWLEY  (Resigned  14.4.72) 

W.  HEMINGWAY 
MRS.  8.  O'HARA 
MRS.  J.  PETERS 
MRS.  V.  SATTERSFITT 
MRS,  B.  SUGGITT 

MESS  H.  M.  VAUSE  (Resigned  23,4.72) 

MRS.  B.  WARD  (Dental  Attendant) 

MISS  S.  E.  WILLIAMS 

MRS.  P.  WOOD,  A.S.T.C.  (Secretary  to  Medical  Officer 

of  Health) 
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PART  1 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


1  *  l  ^2T©Ci  O  Jr  '"  '  'l  L  V  *  «  «  «t  «  K  &  re  »  «  s 

at  m  <9  « 

s 

*  »  •  'O  ^ 

801  acre; 

2,  Population  as  at  mid  1972., 

a  &  »  ff 

. 59, 

840 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  a 

t  1.4, 

72.  20, 

005 

4.  Rateable  value  at  1.4.72 

*  fir  &  ® 

.£2,675, 

060 

5.  Product  of  a  penny  rate  197 

1/72 

firo  c? 

N-^  X  o  O  *  ts  &  a  a  %  o  &  s*  e1  •  &  ff 

*  CCS 

£26,101 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

]  07  9 

1971 

1970 

L  egi  t  i  ma  t  e  -  Ha  1  e 

369 

390 

412 

Female 

£?>  m;  **) 

O  /  Z 

373 

385 

Ill  egi  t  ima  t  e  -  Hal  e 

49 

41 

41 

Female 

40 

50 

38 

Total  live  births 

830 

854 

876 

aminWiaaffB.1.  aOB  a-  c-j»r 

-  i  iWflil  l* - Bit  -  I*-- - [ 

jBr-.— -♦<  p  •-  n  Tyra.rjaani :  rUtafrufr 
«nr-n^W3m*UHI  litnrii-j.  .liTBiw 

Birth  rate  per  1000  -population 

13,9 

14.4. 

14.7 
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Illegitimate  live  births  %  of 
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16.0 

16.0 
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Rate  per  1QCJD  total  births  (live 

and  still) 

^  ct  /  v  (3.  Is.  O  I*  J-  O  »L  Cl  o  a  m  w  v  *  at  is  a  it  *  « 

10  B0 

23.0 

20.0 

(b)  England  and  Wales  ...  ... 

12.0 

1 2 . 0 

13.0 

Total  1 i v  e  and  still  b i r th s . . . 

848 

874 

894 
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Infant  Mortality 

1972 

1971 

1970 

Infant  deaths  under  1  year 

of  age  . . .  ...  ... 

26 

16 

24 

Infant  deaths  per  1000  live 
births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

31 

19 

27 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per 
legitimate  live  births  . . . 

32 

17 

28 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1000  illegitimate  live  births 2 2 

33 

25 

Infant  deaths  per  1000  live 
births  (E  &  W)  . 

17 

18 

18 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1000 
total  live  births..  ...  ... 

20 

11 

22 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1000 
live  births  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20 

8 

17 

Perinatal  Mortality 

Still  births  and  deaths  under 

1  week  per  1000  total  live 
and  still  births...  . . 

30 

31 

37 

Deaths 

Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

498 

444 

435 

Females..  ...  . . .  ... 

508 

443 

448 

Tota"1  deaths . .  ... 

1006 

887 

883 

Crude  death  rate  per  1000 

population  ...  ...  ...  ... 

16.8 

14.9 

14.9 

Death  rate  adjusted. .  . . 

13.4 

13.3 

13.3 

Death  rate  (England  &  Wales). 

12.1 

11.6 

11.7 

A  detailed  analysis  of  causes  of  deaths  is  shown  in 
Table. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1972 
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Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

ages 

Under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks 

to  1  year 

- - . — - r~ — - 

Age  in  years 

1- 

5- 

15” 

25” 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

All  causaa 

M 

F 

4-yS 

508 

9 

8 

4 

5 

2 

3 

1 

a 

i 

5 

2 

4 

6 

32 

25 

78 

56 

168 

125 

191 

279 

B.  43 

Birth  injury, 
difficult  labour, 

etc •  oo.  ...  ... 

Ai* 

F 

3 

4 

3 

4 

— 

*• 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

B.  44 

Other  causes  of 

perinatal 

mortality 

M 

F 

4 

4 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

B .  45 

Symptoms  and  ill- 
defined  conditions 

M 

F 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

** 

r— 

1 

— 

BE.  47 

Motor  vehicle 
accidents  •  °  •  « . « 

M 

F 

5 

2 

__ 

i 

— 

1 

’a 

? 

1 

_ 

Bo  48 

All  other 
accidents.,.  ... 

M 

F 

6 

6 

1 

: 

- 

. 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

BE.  49 

Suicide  and  self- 
inflicted  injuries 

11 

F 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

*** 

BE  50 

All  other  external 
causes  ...  ... 

M 

F 

4 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

j  1 

- 

2 

1 

?  n 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  LAST  TEN  YEARS 
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PART  II 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


Section  21 

Health  Centres 

"  22 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

"  23 

Mi dwi f ery  S er v ice 

* 

"  24 

Health  Visiting 

"  25 

Home  Nursing 

26 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

27 

Ambulance  Service 

"  28 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and 
Aftercare 
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HEALTH  CENTRES 
(Section  21) 


I  an  unable  to  report  any  progress  in  the  provision 
of  Health  Centres.  I  had  hoped  twelve  months  ago  that 
by  the  end  of  the  3/ear  a  move  would  have  been  started 
in  providing  a  Health  Centre  to  serve  the  area  to  the 
north  eastern  part  of  the  City,  but  there  was  a  failure 
to  agree  a  suitable  site  between  General  Medical 
Practitioners  and  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
( Section  22 ) 

This  section  is  concerned  with  the  provision  of 
health  services  for  the  care  of  both  expectant  women  and 
mothers  together  with  their  children  under  the  age  of 
five  years.  The  personnel  providing  the  services 
consists  of  doctors,  dentist,  midwives,  health  visitors, 
clerks  and  the  physiotherapist. 

Ante-natal  Care 

The  birth  rate  has  declined  with  each  passing  year 
since  1955  and  the  number  of  domiciliary  births  has  also 
fallen  but  at  a  faster  rate,  brought  about  by  a  higher 
number  of  hospital  confinements  as  indicated  in  the 
foil  owi ng  t  abl e i - 


Year 

No.  of 
Births 

Hospital 

Births 

Domiciliary 

Births 

No «  who 
attended  the 

1965 

976 

504 

472 

Authority's 

Ante-natal 

Clinics 

553 

1966 

939 

493 

446 

485 

1967 

912 

559 

353 

449 

1968 

909 

567 

342 

416 

1969 

882 

598 

284 

349 

1970 

876 

609 

267 

347 

1971 

854 

596 

258 

307 

1972 

818 

594 

224 

261 

The  : 

reduction  in 

the  number  of 

domiciliary 

births  has  affected  the  number  of  women  who  have  attended 
the  ante-natal  clinics  organised  by  the  domiciliary 
midwives  in  four  centres.  In  the  table  alcove  it  will 
be  noticed  that  261  women  attended  the  ante-natal 
clinics,  a  47%  reduction  when  compared  with  the  numbers 
who  attended  clinics  in  1965. 


-  16  - 

All  midwives  assist  the  General  Medical 
Practitioners  at  ante-natal  clinics  held  in  their 
surgery  premises- 

The  Department  has  on  its  staff  a  physiotherapist 
who  spends  a  part  of  her  time  preparing  expectant 
mothers  for  their  confinements.  This  work  is  spent  at 
relaxation  clinics  held  at  the  Principal  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Margaret  Street,  and  at  the  Branch  Clinic  at 
Kettlethorpe.  Each  session  is  of  two  hours  r  duration, 
the  first  hour  being  taken  by  the  Health  Visitor 
instructing  on  all  aspects  of  child  care  including 
feeding,  bathing,  sterilization  of  feeding  equipment, 
child  development  and  prophylaxis.  This  is  followed 
by  the  Physiotherapist  who  instructs  in  Psycho¬ 
prophylaxis  -  the  modern  approach  to  childbirth. 

During  1972  therefore  a  total  of  261  women  made 
860  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  and  105 
women  attended  relaxation  classes  on  671  occasions. 

Child  Health  Clinics 

There  are  seven  child  welfare  centres  situated 
throughout  the  city  in  the  main  areas  of  population 
ensuring  that  no  one  has  to  travel  far  from  their 
home  in  order  to  attend  a  baby  clinic.  Of  the  seven 
centres  only  one  is  purpose-built.  Three  of  the 
remaining  six  are  held  in  premises  rented  for  the 
purpose  and  the  remaining  one  takes  place  in  the  Out¬ 
patient  Department  at  the  Manygates  Maternity 
Hospital. 

During  the  year  the  Department  lost  the  use  of 
facilities  at  the  former  Day  Nursery  at  Lupset.  The 
premises  were  transferred  to  the  Engineer's  Department 
as  a  Housing  Maintenance  Section.  It  had  been  hoped 
that  loan  sanction  would  have  been  forthcoming  from 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  to  erect 
a  replacement  clinic  during  1973/74  which  would  have 
provided  accommodation  for  a  group  of  General 
Practitioners,  but  unhappily  consideration  has  been 
deferred  until  1974/75.  In  the  meantime  the  Education 
Committee  has  made  available  accommodation  in  the 
adjoining  Child  Guidance  Centre. 

Attendance  at  the  clinics  during  the  year  were 
slightly  down  upon  the  figures  for  the  previous  year 
but  were  generally  satisfactory.  The  numbers  of 
attendances  were  as  follows:- 
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Number  of  children  who  attended  bofn  in 


(a ) 

1972  .. 

(b) 

1971  .. 

(c) 

1967-70 

•  a  sms  v  is  s  ft  m  a  ft  «  w 


s  s  •  o  v  ft  «  o 


UBS  B  B  a  «  ft  fl  ft  ■  »  «  £  0  ft  ft  W  0*8 


acftft  »  «  ft  s  «  *  mss  mm 


Total  attendances  in  year 


«t  at  ts  «i  a 


Proprietary  baby  foods  continued  to  be  on  sale 
during  1972  as  were  welfare  foods  by  arrangements  with 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  As  a 
result  of  the  Welfare  Foods  Order,  1971,  which 
increased  the  number  of  families  eligible  by  mating 
milk  free  of  charge  to  large  families  or  milk  and 
vitamins  free  where  the  family  income  did  not  exceed 
certain  limits,  distribution  of  National  Dried  Milk 
and  vitamin  drops  showed  a  marked  increase  on  the 
figure  for  the  previous  year.  The  reduction  in  the 
bottles  of  cod  liver  oil  and  orange  juicewas  great  as 
these  commodities  had  been  phased  out  and  replaced  by 
the  vitamin  drops. 

Distribution  figures  in  the  past  two  3rears  were  as 
follows : - 


1972 

1971 

1970 

National  dried  milk  ...  ... 

3155 

2526 

2025 

Cod  liver  oil  ...  ..  « .  . . . 

6 

267 

497 

Vitamin  tablets  (packets)*. 

■  862 

900 

953 

Orange  Juice  ...  . .  . .  ... 

1162 

13831 

12342 

Vitamin  drops  A,  D  &  C  ... 

2306 

1109 

— 

Issues  to  Day  Nurseries  and 

Maternity 

Hospitals : - 

National  dried  milk  . .  ... 

6 

19 

78 

Orange  juice  ...  ...  .  ... 

120 

574 

Care  of  the  Premature  Baby 

Arra  ngements  exist  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
for  the  emergency  admission  of  prematurely  born  infants 
to  a  premature  baby  unit  at  the  Manygates  Maternity 
Hospital.  An  emergency  "flying  squad"  based  on  the 
Manygates  Hospital  serves  Wakefield  and  District.  In 
addition  an  "Qxygenaire"  portable  incubator  is  stored 
and  maintained  for  constant  readiness  at  the  Ambulance 
Depot  and  used  for  the  transportation  from  home  to 
hospital  of  any  premature  or  young  baby. 


The  number  of  premature  live  births  in  1972  was  66, 
equivalent  to  8%  of  all  births,  and  deaths  in  the 
first  week  of  life  were  1 2 .  This  figure  expressed  in 

a  rate  of  deaths  under  one  week  per  thousand  total  live 
births  showed  a  higher  rate  than  the  figure  for 
England  and  Wales.  An  analysis  of  premature  births 
and  deaths  was  as  follows:- 


2 


3. 


4. 


1972 

1971 

1970 

No.  of  premature  live  births 

(a)  born  in  hospital  . . 

56 

49 

55 

(b )  born  at  home  ...  B  8 .  ... 

10 

4 

11 

(c)  total  premature  live  births 

66 

53 

66 

No,  of  babies  who  died 

(a)  within  24  hours  of  birth 

8 

4 

7 

(b)  between  1st  day  and  7th  day 

O  ~l~  J.X  i  0  ft  m  u  m  &  a  c  e  m 

4 

•Ml 

1 

(c)  between  7th  day  and  28th 
day  of  life  ...  ... 

one 

— 

2 

o.  of  babies  who  survived  28  days 

oi  lire  ...  ...  ... 

54 

49 

56 

No.  of  premature  still-births  2  11  15 


Developmental  Tcreenina  of  Infants  and  Young  Children 

On  the  1st  May,  1972,  in  co-operation  with  the 
health  visitors  I  introduced  a  scheme  for  the 
assessment  of  progress  of  all  children  under  the  age 
of  5  years  whereby  tests  were  to  be  carried  out  at 
different  stages  in  each  child/s  life;  namely  at  3 
months,  6  months,  10  months,  18  months,  3  years  and 
4  years.  The  first  test  is  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Visitor  at  the  child/s  home,  but  successive  tests  are 
carried  out  at  special  clinic  sessions  to  which  mothers 
are  given  appointments  to  attend. 

These  assessments  are  a  forerunner  of  those  carried 
out  upon  children  by  the  School  Health  Service  after 
they  have  commenced  attendance  at  school.  The  tests 
provide  a  useful  means  of  assessing  the  performance  of 
an  individual  baby  and  constitute  a  valuable  record  of 
development.  If  a  child  has  a  physical  or  mental 
defect,  the  sooner  it  is  discovered  and  treatment 
commenced  the  better. 


A  doctor  skilled  in  paediatrics  takes  over  for 
assessment  any  child  who  fails  any  of  the  following  tests:- 

(1)  The  Ortolan!  test  (for  detecting  congenital 

dislocation  of  the  hip)* 

(2 )  A  vision  test. 

(3)  A  hearing  test. 

(4)  50%  of  all  other  tests. 

(5)  Where  the  health  visitor  has  cause  for 

clinical  concern. 

During  the  8  months  of  1972  that  the  scheme  was  in 
operation,  attendances  at  the  special  clinic  sessions  were 
somewhat  disappointing  in  that  out  of  2,100  appointments 
only  1,001  children  attended,  an  acceptance  rate  of  48%. 

The  disturbing  feature  is  that  the  children  who  have  not 
been  produced  for  examination  may  be  the  ones  who  have 
some  defects. 

Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nur s i nq  Mo th e r s  and 
Children  under  School  Acre 

During  1972  there  vras  a  very  slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  children  under  the  age  of  5  who  received 
treatment  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year, 
but  the  number  of  children  dealt  with  is  so  small  that  this 
is  almost  a  non-existent  service.  The  service  is  provided 
by  the  Chief  Dental  Officer  whose  primary  function  is  to 
attend  to  the  needs  of  school-children,  but  he  has  worked 
single  handed  for  the  past  14  years  whereas  the  ratio  of 
dentists  to  schoolchildren  should  provide  for  two  Dental 
Officers.  Therefore  there  has  never  been  the  opportunity 
to  develop  a  service  for  children  under  the  age  of  five. 
Attempts  to  appoint  a  second  Dental  Officer  have  not  come 
to  fruition  because  of  an  absence  of  any  response  to 
advertisements.  Possibly  this  situation  will  be  improved 
following  the  reorganisation  of  the  Health  Service  in  April 
1974,  Tfhen  the  larger  unit  will  provide  a  more  adequate 
career  structure  but  this  locality  has  the  disadvantage 
of  being  an  industrial  area  which  is  less  attractive  than 
other  areas. 

Summary  of  Dental  Treatment 

1.  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers:- 

(a)  Number  of  first  visits  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  Number  of  subsequent  visits...  . ..  ... 

(c)  Number  of  completed  courses  of  treatment  - 

(d)  Number  of  emergency  visits  by  patients 

2.  Children: - 

(a)  Number  of  first  visits  ...  . . .  45 

(b)  Number  of  subsequent  visits.. .  42 

(c)  Number  of  completed  courses  of  treatment  36 

(d)  Number  of  emergency  visits  by  patients  23 
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MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Section  23 


Throughout  practically  the  whole  cf  the  year  there  ha: 
been  a  vacancy  for  a  full-time  midwife,  yet  I  consider  the 
staffing  of  the  service  to  have  been  satisfactory  largely 
as  a  consequence  of  the  falling  birth  rate  in  the  Cit3^ 
during  each  of  the  past  nine  years.  During  this  time  the 
domiciliary  births  have  fallen  rapidly  at  the  expense  of 
hospital  births  which  have  increased  slightly.  This  is 
illustrated  in  the  table  which  follows  m- 


i  ear 

Number  of 
Births 

Place 

Residence 

of  Birth 
Ho 

spit. 

1972 

818 

224 

594 

1971 

854 

258 

596 

1970 

876 

267 

609 

1969 

882 

284 

598 

1968 

909 

342 

567 

1967 

912 

353 

559 

1966 

939 

446 

493 

1965 

976 

472 

504 

An  increasing  number  of  women  confined  in 
hospital  are  remaining  in  the  hospital  for  less  than  the 
usual  10  days.  The  consequence  of  this  is  that  they  are 
discharged  home  under  the  care  of  the  Domiciliary  Midwife. 
■Che  role  of  the  Domiciliary  Midwife  has  changed  with  the 
passing  of  the  years  and  now  in  many  areas  throughout  the 
country  there  are  midwives  who  are  rarely  involved  in  a 
confinement  but  spend  their  time  in  maternity  nursing. 

Much  of  the  pleasure  of  midwifery  must  have  gone,  and, 
although  the  domiciliary  midwives  in  Wakefield  have  not  yet 
reached  this  situation,  the  time  may  not  be  far  off  when 
they  will. 

Of  the  594  Wakefield  women  who  were  confined  in 
hospital  in  1972,  542  or  91%  remained  in  hospital  for  less 
than  10  days.  In  1965  only  298  women  were  discharged 
before  the  tenth  day  but  there  has  been  a  marked  increase 
on  that  figure  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  following 
tabl  e :  - 


I; 

V 

i 

i 


Maternity 

Year  Number  of  Days  in  Hospital  *  Total 


2  3-7  t  8-9 


1972 

99 

Number  of 

2 

387  !l 

Days  in  Hospital 
3-5 

56 

X 

6-9 

542 

1971 

78 

294 

81 

453 

1970 

45 

306 

130 

481 

1969 

44 

282 

174 

500 

1968 

32 

246 

177 

495 

1967 

157 

194 

105 

456 

1966 

170 

94 

96 

360 

3€ 

The  grouping  of  'days  in  hospital '  was  slightly 
altered  in  1972. 

Incidence  of  Congenital  Malformations 

The  Registrar  General  is  informed  monthly  of 
congenital  malformations  observable  at  birth  and  during 
1972,  29  malformations  were  discovered  at  birth  in  23 
babies  (live  and  stillborn). 

The  conditions  were  as  follows 

Central  Nervous  System  ...  ...  9 

Alimentary  System  ...  ...  ...  3 

Heart  and  Circulatory 


System  ...  ...  1 
Urino-genital  System  ...  ...  6 
Limbs  ...  . . .  ...  9 

Other  Systems . . .  ...  1 


Information  upon  these  malformations  is  derived 
from  notifications  of  birth  submitted  by  the  midwife  or 
doctor  present  at  the  confinement.  The  information  can  be 
of  considerable  benefit  in  the  long-term  planning  of 
certain  services  such  as  the  Limb  Fitting  Service  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  Special  Education  Services  for  the 
Handicapped,  and  also  in  the  association  of  certain 
congenital  malformations  and  certain  specific  drugs  -  a 
subject  constantly  under  the  concern  of  the  Dunlop 
Committee  for  the  Safety  of  Drugs. 
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Hospital  -  Discharges 
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HEATLH  VISITING  SERVICE 
Section  24 

The  number  of  effective  home  visits  made  by 
health  visitors  in  1972  fell  from  10,816  in  the  previous 
3/ear  to  8,178,  and  the  number  of  persons  seen  dropped  from 
4,061  to  3,605.  This  reduction  in  service  was  caused 
entirely  by  a  fall  in  the  effective  number  of  health 
visitors  s 


The  establishment  of  health  visitors  has  been  14 
for  at  least  10  years  but  not  once  has  the  establishment 
been  filled.  Staffing  figures  supplied  to  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Secruity^of  staff  in  posts 
on  the  1st  September  show  that  at  that  date  in  1972  there 
was  the  equivalent  of  9  full-time  qualified  health  visitor 
compared  with  10,7  twelve  months  earlier.  To  assist  the 
aualified  staff  it  has  been  the  policy  to  employ  state 
registered  and  state  enrolled  nurses  but  their  duties  are 
restricted  to  work  under  supervision  and  in  the  School 
Health  Service. 

The  staffing  problems  have  helped  to  stultify  the 
growth  of  this  service,  particularly  in  those  areas  of 
activity  where  they  might  have  played  an  important  role 
in  the  prevention  of  illness,  both  physical  and  mental: 
not  having  a  sufficient  time  to  develop  health  education, 
particularly  amongst  the  younger  section  of  the  community 
may  put  a  greater  strain  in  the  future  upon  the  demand  for 
social  services. 


o 


The  primary  function  of  the  health  visitor  is  the 
prevention  of  illness*  Deny  the  public  that  service  and 
social  service  costs  will  increase.  The  Council  never 

seems  to  have  pressed  forward  in  its  efforts  to  attract 

* 

and,  what  is  more  important,  retain  staff  and  yet  seems 
prepared  to  pay  service  to  a  policy  calling  for  the 
extension  of  its  programme  of  social  services.  The 
importance  and  the  emphasis  is  wrongly  placed  but  time 
has  overtaken  the  situation  by  the  splitting  of  the  two 
services,  placing  one  under  the  umbrella  of  the  reorganised 
National  Health  Service  and  retaining  the  other  in  Local 


Government. 


If  the  scheme  of  collaboration  between  these  two 
statuatory  organisations  is  to  bear  fruit  there  must  be 
more  interco-ordinate  contact  after  division  has  taken 
place  than  appears  to  have  been  the  case  following  the 
amalgamation  of  the  social  services  into  a  single 
department « 


For  close  on  twenty  years  them|had  been  a 
Committee  of  officers  from  all  departments  of  the 
Corporation  concerned  with  the  care  of  the  family,  to  whicl 
had  been  invited  represetatives  of  stafle  offices,  voluntary 
organisations  and  the  Police  to  form  clearing  house  of 
information  of  families  at  risk.  In  1965,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Director  of  Welfare*  Services,  and  the 
Childrens'  Officer  produced  a  joint  report  on  the 
collaboration  of  activity  for  the  well-being  of  children 
which  was  considered  the  Standing  Committees  of  the 
Council.  All  of  the  three  officers  considered  that  it 
was  necessary  for  their  field  staff  to: be  made  aware  of 
families  at  risk,  and  administrative  procedure; 
introduced  to  ensure  that  this  was  done. 


I 

T 


!o  were 


Hie  recommendations  of  the  Seebohra  Committee  on 
Local  Authority  and  Allied  Personal  Social  Services  which 
created  Social  Services  Departments  by  bringing'  together 
from  three  departments  all  the  social  services  considered 
that  this  would  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  multiplicity  of 
officers  visiting  families  for  different  purposes.  1  do 
not  believe,  however,  that  the  Committee  wished  this  to  be 


achieved  by  removing  health  visitors  from  the  scene* 

Still,  this  appears  to  have  been  the  result,  with  the 
inevitable  consequence  that  the  Children  Neglected  or 
Ill-treated  in  their  own  Homes  Committee  has  been  disbanded 
after  twenty  years,  and  the  co-operation  between  the 
fieldworkers  of  the  two  departments  has  been  reduced  to 
a  minimum  and  neither  .now  knows  what  the  other  is  doing. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  gap  which  separates  the  two 
will  narrow  following  reorganisation  and  that  the  schemes 
of  collaboration  envisaged  by  the  working  party  which  has 
published  its  report  in  1973,  and  the  Joint  Consultative 
Committee  representing  the  Area  Health  Authorities  and 
local  authorities  will  ensure  an  appropriate  interplay  of 
activity  between  social  worker  and  health  visitor* 

I  believe  that  only  by  attaching  social  workers 
to  general  medical  practitioners  enabling  them  to  work  in 
close  consultation  with  health  visitors  who  are  attached 
will  there  be  an  effective  inter-play  between  health  and 
social  service  organisation* 

Hie  tables  which  follow  show  the  type  of  persons 
visited  during  1972  and  the  time  spent  by  health  visitors 
in  health  education  sessions  and  case  conferences. 
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HEALTH  VISITING  IN  1972 


TYPE  OF  CASE 

Total 
number 
of  cases 

seen 

Total 

Visits 

1 

Children  born  in  1972  . e.  coo 

781 

1959 

2 

Other  children  aged  under  5oe  OB. 

1656 

3704 

3 

Persons  aged  between  5  arid  16  . .  „ 

59 

98 

4 

Persons  aged  between  17  and  64* 

193 

368 

5 

Persons  aged  65  and  over*  „»■  * « «, 

591 

1301 

6 

Households  visited  on  account  of 

tuberculosis * .  . • . 

40 

54 

7 

Households  visited  on  account  of 
other  infectious  diseases  „ e . 

9 

11 

8 

Households  visited  for  any  other 

reason  eao  « e  s  •«» 

276 

683 

9 

TOTAL 

3605 

8178 

Number  of  persons  included 
in  lines  1-5  above  who  are: 


10  Ment» 
ally! 


11 


h 9  cap-  1 4 
ed 


19 


Kent 
allyj 
ill 


HEALTH  EDUCATION  SESSIONS  (of  at  least  30  mins. 


duration) 

Number  of  health 

At  health  centres 

education  sessions 

At  GaP„  premises  „ . « 

6 

attended  by  health 

At  maternity  and  child 

visitors : - 

health  centres  . « c 

85 

At  school  c c «  . - o  . 

60 

In  hospital *  *  *  • .  no. 

9 

Elsewhere  *  » *  * « o  » « * 

45 

Total 

205 

CASE  CONFERENCES 


Number  of  case 
conferences 
attended  by 
health  visitors 
with;- 


(of  at  least  30  mins  duration 


Social  Workers... 

•  c  • 

27 

Hospital  staff. Oo 

•  a  o 

64 

General  Practitioners „ 

44 

Any  combination  of 
Others  (ie  none  of 

above 

the 

7 

above  present ) 

0  0  9 

97 

Total 


239 
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Paediatric  Liaison 

A  Health  Visitor  visits  Pinderfields  General 
Hospital  each  Monday  morning  with  her  colleagues  from 
the  neighbouring  authority.  Details  are  taken  of 
children  who  live  in  the  City  and  these  are  passed  to 
the  Health  Visitor  responsible  for  the  child™ 

Information  is  supplied  to  the  Paediatrician  of  the 
child's  home  background  and  social  conditions, 

A  Health  Visitor  also  attends  the  Special  Care 
Unit  at  the  Manygates  Maternity  Hospital  to  gather 
information  of  all  babies  admitted  to  the  Unit  who 
live  in  the  City.  All  information  obtained  is  also 
transmitted  to  the  health  visitor  concerned  so  that  she 
is  made  fully  aware  of  the  baby's  condition,  treatment 
and  expected  stay  in  hospital. 

Hearing  Tests  of  Children  under  Five  Years 

A  Health  Visitor  is  responsible  for  testing  the 
hearing  of  children  who  are  given  a  simple  test  either 
at  home  or  at  one  of  the  clinics. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

( Section  25 ) 

The  Home  Nurses  in  1972  carried  out  their  duties 
of  caring  for  the  sick  at  home  conscientiously.  Week 
by  week  they  perform  their  duties  without  fuss  and 
without  complaint.  The  standard  of  work  is  very  high, 
yet  the  range  of  equipment  is  very  restricted  when 
compared  with  supplies  available  to  their  hospital 
colleagues .  However,  there  is  no  problem  to  recruiting 
staff,  and  vacancies  are  quickly  filled,  due,  I  believe, 
to  difficulties  which  seem  to  exist  amongst  some  ward 
sisters  preferring  practical  nursing  rather  than 
administrative  roles  introduced  by  Salmon  structures. 

The  number  of  staff  employed  at  the  end  of  1972 
comprised  10  full-time  and  2  part-time  nurses  with  2 
women  bath  attendants  each  working  part-time. 


Patients  analysed  by  Age 
Group 

Visits 

0-5 

5-64 

65+ 

Total 

1972 

58 

462 

592 

1112 

30162 

1971 

46 

374 

529 

949 

27180 

1970 

51 

404 

593 

1048 

29894 

1969 

51 

365 

492 

908 

30193 

1968 

67 

388 

541 

996 

29753 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
(Section  26) 

The  programme  of  immunisation  recommended  to  all 
parents  of  children  under  16  years  of  age  is  as  follows  %  - 


Age 

Visit 

Vaccine 

Interval 

6  months 

1 

Triple  (Diphtheria 

Tetanus 9  Whooping  Cough) 
and  Oral  Poliomyelitis 

6-8 

weeks 

tj  *r 

0  «  Q  j 

2 

Triple  Vaccine  and  Oral 
Poliomyelitis 

6  months 

14  * 

3 

Triple  Vaccine  and  Oral 
Poliomyelitis 

• 

15  "  ! 

4 

Measles 

17-2  4 
months 

5  | 

Smallpox 

5  years 
or  school 
entry 

(7  ' 

| 

Diph /Tetanus  and  Oral 
Polio 

Smallpox  revaccination 

after 

4  weeks 

10-13 

years 

8 

B*C.G.  Vaccination 

10-13 

years 

9 

German  Measles 

School 

Leavers 

Cio 

Cll 

Oral  Polio*  Tetanus 

Toxoid 

Smallpox  revaccination 

after 

4 

weeks 

Continued  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that 
protection  against  infectious  diseases  is  offered  to  all 
children.  The  figures  show  a  slight  improvement  in 
primary  courses,  and  the  sharp  decline  in  the  number  of 
reinforcement  doses  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
schools  were  visited  during  the  autumn  term  to  administer 
booster  doses  to  school  entrants  and  these  were  included 
in  the  figures  for  1971  * 

In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  staff  some 

parents  show  considerable  apathy  towards  this  important 
aspect  of  the  health  of  their  children. 

Children  under  16  vaccinated  in  1972 


Year  of 

Birth 

Others 

under 

Total 

Chnses 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1965-68 

. 

16 

PRIMARY  COURSES 

Diphtheria 

5 

471 

171 

19 

69 

8 

743 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

470 

169 

19 

27  1 

8  . 

698 

Tetanus 

5 

471 

171 

19^ 

69 

9 

744 

Poliomyelitis 

5 

368 

170 

15 

77 

3  1 

638 

Measles 

3 

240 

'  158] 

23 

364 

r  14 

802 

German  Measles 

a» 

— 

— 

m 

539  1 

539 

RE-INFORCING 

DOSES 

Diphtheria 

4 

2 

1 

179 

33 

219 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

aw 

10 

LG 

21  I 

Tetanus 

MW 

4 

2 

1 

179 

j  33 

'219  1 

Poliomyelitis 

amma 

3 

1  5 

1 

r  is'? 

H  8  1 

SOL! 

Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 


The  Chest  Physicians  employed  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  continue  to  vaccinate  the  Contacts  of  those 
ill  with  tuberculosis.  BaC„Ge  is  also  offered  to  children 
over  the  age  of  ten  through  arrangements  made  with  Head¬ 
teachers,  and  during  1972  the  numbers  receiving  vaccination 
against  tuberculosis  were  as  follows s - 


By  Chest 
Physicians 

At  School 

1.  Number  who  had  a  skin  test  ... 

49 

547 

2.  Total  positive  cases  ...  ... 

8 

4 

3.  Total  negative  cases  ...  . .. 

41 

137 

4.  Number  vaccinated  ...  ... 

41 

197 

5.  Babies  vaccinated  at  birth  ... 

14 

MS 

28 

Va ccination  against  Smallpox 


Year  of 
Vaccination 

Age  when  vaccinated 

Total 

0-1 

years 

1 

year 

2-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

1969 

4 

109 

179 

15 

307 

1970 

2 

136 

214 

16 

368 

1971 

-> 

96 

257 

35 

388 

1972 

59 

43 

14 

116 

Re-vaccinations 

1972 

- 

1 

2 

23 

26 

STAFF 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

(Section  27 ) 


1  mentioned  in  my  Report  last  year  that  the 
Authority's  Work  Study  Section  had  made  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  organisation  and  operational 
administration  of  the  Ambulance  Service  with  a  view  to 
easing  the  acute  staffing  difficulties.  Unfortunately, 
their  report  was  aborted.  The  establishment  remained 
constant  in  1972,  and  no  increases  were  made  in  the 

establishment  at  one  Ambulance  Officer,  one  Clerk, 
four  Shift  Leaders,  fifteen  Ambulancemen  and  a  Caretaker/ 
Handyman.  Staffing  problems  were  aggravated  by  a 
marked  increase  in  working  time  lost  through  absences  of 
various  types  as  follows s- 

1.972  1971 


Sickness 

Training  Courses 

Holidays 

Staff  changes 

Others 

TOTAL 


66  weeks 
23 

67 
22 


179 


52  weeks 
21 
59 
15 
1 


st 


ft 


148 


TRAINING 

Training  at  the  Regional  Training  School  at 
Cleckheaton  continued  and  accounted  for  a  total  of  23 
weeks,  whilst  new  entrants  into  the  service  were  given 
a  recognised  induction  course  by  the  Training  Instructor, 
Mr.  Crowther.  In-service  training  for  qualified  staff 
continued  in  the  form  of  evening  sessions. 

In  addition  to  routine  training,  a  course  for 
Graduate  Membership  of  the  Institute  of  Ambulance 
Officers  was  commenced  at  the  Wakefield  Technical  and 
Art  College,  and  staff  were  joined  by  those  of 
neighbouring  authorities. 

VEHICLES 

Two  new  replacement  vehicles  were  purchased, 
both  being  purpose-built  ambulances  based  on  Ford. 

Transit  Ambulance  chassis. 

EQUIPMENT 

The  normal  replacement  programme  continued  and 
equipment  was  updated  with  the  purchase  of  special 
stretchers  and  general  resuscitation  equipment. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  AMBULANCE  SERVICE  DURING  1972 


30 


This  figure  does  not  include  patients  carried  by  agency  during  dispute 0 
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JOURNEYS 


TYPE 

AMBULANCE 

D.P.S, 

TOTAL 

1972 

TOTAL 

1971 

Section  27 

3,560 

1,  643 

5,203 

5,348 

Training  Centre 

93 

470 

563 

1,051 

Others 

178 

41 

219 

248 

TOTALS 

3,  831 

2,154 

5,985 

6,647 

MILEAGE 


TYPE 

AMBULANCE 

D.PaS$ 

TO7yL 

Section  27 

66,208 

51,064 

117,272 

116,000 

Training  Centre 

368 

13,846 

14,214 

16,854 

Others 

1,176 

214 

1,390 

1,332 

Rail 

1,000 

CBR9> 

1,000 

2,000 

TOTALS 

68,752 

65,124 

133,876 

136, 186 

MILES  PER  PATIENT  RATIO 


TYPE 

1972  1971 

Section  27 

All  work 

3.57  3.75 

2.38  2.30 

Vehicle  Maintenance  Workshop 

Work  output  from  the  vehicle  workshops 
progressed  favourably,  and  I  am  most  pleased  with 
the  high  standard  achieved  by  the  apprentice  mechanic 
during  his  day  release  to  the  Technical  College,  where 
he  successfully  passed  with  credit  Part  2  of  the 
pre  I.M.I.  Course. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WCMC  CARRIED  OUT  IN  THE 
VEHICLE  MAINTENANCE  WORKSHOPS 

. ■  i  ■■mi  r  WT^unn  f  .Triin«nirii.-.ii  icxmi«jr  i  i  .wnna:  i  p»n  «o— ia»i«iiOi»nirr»iiiCJi«mT»— X3m:m: 


Department 

Fleet 

Man  hours 

. . . 

Cost 

19P 

Cost 

19P 

Ambulance 

Service 

13 

2007 

2,014.88 

1,664.49 

Home  Nursing 

3  ; 

81 

104.95 

78.48  ! 

Public  Health 

2 

42 

48.95 

21.65 

Education 

3 

140 

148.64 

131.33 

Parks 

4 

385 

405.16 

277.10 

W.R0VoSo 

1 

76 

74.01 

60.15 

Social  Services 

4 

295 

303.39 

197.98 

Weights  and 

Measures 

1 

46 

44.23 

45.03 

W.R.C.C. 

5 

4.40 

69.75 

Sundry  Re-charges 

2 

53 

63.86 

180  55 

TOTAL  1972 

33 

r.  . ... r  .  r . .  .  . . . ir.... 

3130 

i  ■■ .  .  . 

3,212.47 

2,564.51 

TOTAL  1971 

29 

3062 

2g  564.51 

LABOUR  COST  PER  VEHICLE  PER  YEAR 

n nwa ■aamiiMn  »i>i  mai  ■  <■■mn.ii.iai. w»  ffwirn-  m  n~  [  i  r  i  ai  n mi  i  <r  -  r r~~  '  ~ 


1972 

1971 

1970 


a  a  o 


o  BO 


m  a  c 


&  S3  O 


£3  0® 


o  a  o 


a  o  c 


.  *  £9  4  m  01 
o  a  £b  0  a  3  0 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTERCARE 

(Section  28 ) 

(This  Section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  overlaps 
the  provisions  of  all  the  other  Sections  previously 
mentioned,  and  also  Section  51  -  Mental  Health  Service) 

Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  and  the  Aftercare  of 
Tuberculosis  Patients 

Matters''  concerned  with  the  care  and  aftercare 
of  tuberculous  patients  are  dealt  with  by  the  Health 
Committee,  but  the  practical  aspects  of  the  patients  * 
care  fall  initially  upon  the  Chest  Physicians  employed 
by  Hospital  Management  Committees* 

A  Health  Visitor  attends  the  Chest  Clinic  on 
the  first  Tuesday  morning  of  each  month  and  discusses 
cases  with  the  Chest  Physician*  Where  it  is  difficult 
for  a  patient  or  contact  to  be  followed  up  by  the 
Physician,  the  health  visitor  forms  a  link  with  her 
colleagues  who  undertake  the  home  visiting  and  report 
their  findings  to  the  Chest  Clinic* 

Free  milk  can  be  made  available  to  patients 
'  living  at  home  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest 
Physician,  but  little  use  is  now  made  of  this  service  as 
a  result  of  improved  Social  Security  benefits  and  at  any 
one  time  there  is  seldom  more  than  two  patients 
benefiting  from  the  scheme* 

BfflC8GB  vaccination  for  the  prevention  of 
tuberculosis  is  available  to  all  school  children  in  their 
early  teens.  Whilst  there  are  often  problems  in 
persuading  parents  generally  to  accept  vaccination  for 
their  children  against  most  diseases,  this  is  not  the 
position  with  B«CaG„  vaccination,,  A  report  upon  this 
service  appears  under  Section  26  (Vaccination  and  ■ 
Immunisation) * 

Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

OB I  mm  wrtrtsnxas&mxtjrzxxTM  r  I  «■  wf  wiMirB.n  i  arm  him Win  «— WW ■» — i 

Convalescent  Home  treatment,  usually  for  a 
period  of  a  fortnight,  is  available  to  those  in  need  of 
a  rest  but  unable  to  meet  the  cost  themselves.  It  can 
only  be  provided  upon  the  written  request  of  a  general 
practitioner,  and  family  income  is  taken  into  account  to 
determine  charge.  Two  people  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
this  service  in  1972. 
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Laundry  Service  and  the  Provision  of  Incontinence  Pads 

The  laundry  service  enables  elderly  bedridden 
persons  to  be  supplied  with  cotton  sheets,  drawsheets 
and  pillow-cases.  A  regular  usage  is  made  of  this 
service  but  the  number  of  patients  is  few,  and  during 
1972  only  10  used  the  service. 

The  distribution  of  disposable  pads  to 
incontinent  patients  showed  a  marked  decrease  in  1972, 
the  total  issued  being  about  16,000.  This  could  be  a 
result  of  a  greater  use  being  made  of  the  geriatric 
hospital « 

Visit  of  Mass  Radiography  Unit 

During  the  year  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  made 
its  annual  visit  to  places  of  employment  in  the  City, 
visiting  four  woollen  mills,  two  engineering  works, 
one  food  producing  establishment,  one  Old  People's 
Home,  and  H.M.  Prison. 

The  results  of  the  visits  are  summarised  as 
follows : - 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  miniature  x-rays 

1369 

908 

2275 

Number  found  abnormal 

14 

5 

19 

Analysis  of  Findings 

(a)  Cases  of  active 

tuberculosis ...  ... 

2 

2 

(b)  Cases  of  inactive 

tuberculosis...  ... 

3 

3 

(c)  Other  abnormalities.. 

9 

5 

14 

Chiropody  Scheme 

The  chiropody  treatment  scheme  is  a  welcome 
service  to  a  great  many  elderly  persons  and  others 
who  are  allowed  to  have  up  to  four  free  treatments 
every  twelve  months.  Persons  eligible  are:- 


-  35 

Chiropody  Scheme  (continued) 

1.  Men  aged  65  years  and  over  and  women 

aged  60  years  and  over* 

2.  The  physically  handicapped*, 

3.  Expectant  mothers* 

The  scheme  is  continually  expanding  as  the 
following  table  indicates s- 


1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Number  authorised  to 
receive  treatment 

(a) 

Aged  persons 

2213 

2064 

1941 

1832 

1713 

(b) 

Physically 

handicapped 

20 

20 

12 

19 

17 

(c) 

Expectant 

mothers 

— 

1 

mxx> 

2 

5 

Totals 

2233 

2085 

1953 

1853 

1735 

Domiciliary  Service  for  Diabetics 

a  i  ii  own  «rw  rat  un  rm  ■  i  >u;i  iMgK3MCc»»aC*.iuaKae  tuwue&m  mf^'.C’nrtcn.it^crn  ran 


A  Diabetic  Clinic  is  held  each  Monday  morning  at 
Clayton  Hospital  by  Dr*  Re  Fletcher*  Consultant  Physician* 
and  is  attended  by  a  health  visitor*  It  is  her 
responsibility  to  interview  the  patient  after  his  consult¬ 
ation  with  the  doctor. 

She  explains  the  importance  of  a  controlled  diet 
to  fit  in  with  his  individual  way  of  life®  The  patient 
is  also  advised  of  the  method  of  testing  urineQ  An  ■ 
appointment  is  made  for  the  health  visitor  to  visit  the 
patient  at  home  to  discuss  the  diet*  and  to  allow  her  the 
opportunity  of  dealing  with  any  problems  which  may  have 
arisen  since  the  patient  was  seen  in  hospital*  and 
generally  to  reassure  the  patient  about  his  condition  and 
illustrate  how  he  may  lead  as  near  a  normal  way  of  life 
as  possible* 

In  1972  the  Diabetic  health  visitor  visited  43 
new  patients*  and  made  re-visits*  when  requested*  to 
advise  on  dietary  or  insulin  changes.  The  district 
nurse  also  visited  patients  to  administer  insulin 
injections  where  required. 
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Screening  for  the  Prevention  or  Early  Detection  of 
Cancer  of  the  Cervix  and  Cancer  of  the  Breast 

The  recent  decline  in  the  service  for  the  taking 
of  cervical  smears  for  cytological  diagnostic  investig¬ 
ation,  examination  of  the  breasts,  and  pelvic  examination 
seems  to  have  been  arrested  in  1972  when  311  women  were 
examined. 

All  but  three  results  were  negative. 

Issues  of  Equipment  to  Aid  Nursing 

Equipment  is  stocked  by  the  Department  and  issued 
on  loan  to  assist  patients  in  their  recovery  from  illness. 
Many  requests  come  from  hospital  social  workers  following 
a  patient's  discharge,  other  requests  are  received  from 
general  practitioners,  home  nurses  and  health  visitors. 

Our  aim  is  to  provide  a  speedy  service,  but  it  is 
inevitable  that  for  certain  items  of  equipment,  such  as 
wheelchairs  for  which  there  is  a  high  seasonal  demand,  a 
waiting  list  occasionally  builds  up.  The  stock  as  at  the 
31st  December  1972,  and  the  number  of  issues  of  each  item 
of  equipment  was  as  follows 2- 


Equipment 

Stock 

Annual  Issues 

Aeropreen  sheets . .  . . . 

LO 

3 

JC*  H.  ng  S  0  9  9-  O  0  9  9  a  &  0  tO  9  0  9 

43 

28 

Back  rests . . .  ...  « .  a « .  ... 

41 

42 

Beds,  hospital  type.  ...  ... 

17 

12 

Bed  c ag es...  « ® .  ..  . . .  ... 

27 

36 

Bed  pans  ...  ...  . .  ...  ... 

115 

55 

Bed  blocks . . .  ...  ... 

3 

Bed  tables..  ...  ..  ...  .  e. 

5 

1 

Commodes  ...  ...  . .  ...  ... 

61 

74 

C^/~\  4**  o 

vxv*/  L.  O  tv  m  0  099  af9e  »  ts  990 

1 

— 

Crutches  ...  ...  9 .  * « •  ... 

12  pr. 

2  pr. 

Fireguards . .  . . «  ......  ... 

5 

(MU 

Fracture  boards..  .  *  ...  ... 

6 

5 

Hoists..  ...  ...  ,.  ...  ... 

2 

2 

Lifting  poles  ...  .  „  ...  ... 

13 

10 

Mattresses..  . . .  ... 

17 

12 

Rubber  sheets  ...  . .  ...  ... 

73 

52 

St icks 

L  1  v  JX.  O  9  9  9  0S  909  90  090  90S 

3 

— 

Tripods .  ...  ...  ..  ...  ... 

5 

4 

Ur mals.  . . .  ...  . .  ...  ... 

62 

40 

Wheel chairs.  ...  ..  ... 

48 

57 

Zimmer  Walking  Aids.  ...  ... 

25 

26 

Total  annual  issues... 

461 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


The  programme  of  Health  Education  carried  out  by 
Health  Visitors  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  has  continued 
this  year,  in  spite  of  changes  and  vacancies  in  the  staff, 
notably  amongst  Health  Visitors,  which  have  disrupted  and 
curtailed  the  Health  Education  activities,  particularly 
where  a  Health  Visitor  had  built  up  a  series  of  talks  and 
demonstrations  in  a  particular  field,  and  this  has  tended 
to  leave  a  void  when  she  has  left,  which  has  not  always 
been  taken  up  by  her  successor,  whose  interests  lay  in 
other  fields. 

The  number  of  Health  Education  sessions  attended 
by  Health  Visitors  this  year  are  as  follows 

At  General  Practitioners1’  premises  .  a  6 

At  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  0.0  85 


At  Schools  .  O  »  .  .  „  3  9  0  0  0  «  „  .  .  9  0  9  .  0  9  9  0  9  BO 

Elsewhere  .  .  „  . ..  . ..  o  „ .  «, .  .  £5 

Total  09.  00.  205 


The  Health  Visitors  have  tried  to  stimulate  an 
interest  in  this  subject  in  schools,  by  giving  lectures 
in  mothercraf t,  which  include  instruction  on  correct 
feeding  and  diet,  child  development,  and  prophylaxis, 
together  with  warnings  about  home  accidents  from  such 
things  as  flammable  garments,  faulty  electrical  and  gas 
installations,  and  unguarded,  fires. 

Talks  have  also  been  given  to  older  students  at 
the  Technical  College,  a  course  of  12  weeks  being  devoted 
to  questions  of  personal  hygiene,  family  planning, 
venereal  diseases,  drugs  and  the  dangers  of  cigarette 
smoking.  Posters  and  leaflets  were  distributed  to  the 
students • 

Home  Accidents 

err  nwmm  *-i;i  wwjn  vm  an  n  n—rrr«.  up— n 

The  table  on  the  following  page  shows  the  number 
of  Home  Accidents  dealt  with  at  the  Casualty  Departments 
in  Wakefield  Hospitals  in  1972* 

There  were  two  fatal  home  accidents,  one  a  man  of 
77  years  whose  death  was  due  to  carbon  monoxide  poisoning 
due  to  inhalation  of  smoke  resulting  from  the  accidental 
igniting  by  a  match  of  articles  of  clothing  in  his  home, 
and  the  other  a  baby  boy  of  two  months,  who  was 
asphyxiated  by  a  child^s  broken  dummy. 


HOME  ACCIDENTS  DEALT  WITH  AT  CLAYTON  HOSPITAL,,  JANUARY  to  OCTOBER  1972 
CASUALTY  DEPARTMENT.  PINDER FIELDS  HOSPITAL.  OCTOBER  to  DECEMBER  1972 
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PART  IV 
EPIDEMIOLOGY 

The  high  number  of  cases  of  measles  continues  to 
be  disappointing*  Of  the  309  cases  reported,  118  were  of 
children  attending  school*  Apart  from  the  distressing 
nature  of  the  disease,  these  children  have  the  inconven¬ 
ience  of  having  their  school  work  disrupted,  and  our  aim, 
with  the  co-operation  of  parents,  is  to  eliminate  this 
disease  with  the  vaccination  service* 

Of  the  five  cases  of  Food  Poisoning,  three  were 
children  under  5  years  of  age,  and  one  was  in  the  5  to 
14  years  age  group,  and  1  on  the  15  to  44  years  age  group* 

It  is  disquieting  to  see  that  notifications  of 
tuberculosis  increased  again,  and  that  one  case  was  of  a 
child  attending  school  * 

Of  the  three  cases  of  infective  Jaundice,  one 
was  a  child  of  five  years* 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1972 
(Corresponding  figures  for  1970  and  1971  appear  in  columns  1  and  2) 
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There  were  no  notifications  for  the  following  conditions  during  1972s 


NEW  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  AND  DEATHS 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mrs. 

E.  W.  Cohen,  S«R»N.,  S.C.M.  (Pt.l),  H«V.  Cert.,  Queen's 
Nurse,  Venereal  Diseases  Social  Worker  to  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  and  the  City  of  Wakefield. 

The  Clinic  in  Wakefield  for  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  sexually  transmissible  diseases  is  known 
as  "Department  15"  at  Clayton  Hospital.  Following  the 
retirement  early  this  year  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Burgess,  the 
Department  is  now  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  C„  McCreery. 

There  are  seven  sessions  held  at  the 
Department  as  follows:- 

One  Diagnostic  Clinic  to  deal  with  patients 
who  have  no  history  of  exposure  to  infection 
but  may  have  signs  and  symptoms  of  possible 
venereal  or  sexually  transmissible  disease. 

Children  for  prospective  adoption  attend  this 
Clinic;  also  patients  with  doubtful  serological 
tests  for  syphilis. 

Three  female  Clinics  -  two  afternoon  and  one 
evening. 

Three  male  Clinics  -  two  morning  and  one 
evening. 

The  following  remarks  apply  only  to  residents 
living  in  the  City  of  Wakefield  whether  permanently  or 
temporarily.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  not  all  the 
citizens  requiring  to  do  so  avail  themselves  of  the 
services  of  Dept.  15.  Some  people  prefer  to  attend 
Clinics  away  from  their  home  town  where  they  are  less 
likely  to  be  known  and  thus  avoid  possible  embarrass¬ 
ment.  Similarly  there  are  other  patients  attending 
General  Practitioners  for  treatment  and  not  referred  to 
the  Clinic. 

The  number  of  new  patients  attending  the  Clinics 
during  1972  showed  a  decrease  of  some  16%  overall,  the 
greater  decrease  being  in  respect  of  males  which  was 
22-|%.  The  decrease  in  both  female  and  male  patients 
attending  for  the  first  time  affected  mostly  the  younger 
people  up  to  the  age  of  24  years. 

Syphi 1 i s 

There  was  only  one  new  patient,  a  female  of 
23  years,  found  to  have  Primary  Syphilis. 
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Gonorrhoea 

There  was  a  very  slight  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  patients  suffering  from  Gonorrhoea?  27 
during  1972  as  compared  with  25  during  1971 „ 

The  greatest  decrease  was  in  the  number  of  new 
patients  attending  whom  on  examination  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  other „ sexually  transmissible  diseases 
and  those  needing  no  treatment  at  all. 

Blood  Tests  in  Pregnancy 

These  continue  to  be  taken  by  Medical  Officers 
at  Ante  Natal  Clinics  and  by  General  Practitioners. 

If  a  patient  shews  a  positive  Wasserman  Reaction  she  is 
usually  referred  to  Department  15*  but  during  1972  no 
expectant  mothers  were  referred  to  this  Clinic. 

Contacts 

Most  patients  arrange  for  their  own  contacts 
to  attend  for  investigation  by  passing  on  a  "Contact 
Slip"  given  to  them  at  the  Clinic.  If  this  fails  the 
Social  Worker  endeavours  to  find  the  contact  from 
information  supplied  by  the  patient  and  then  to  persuade 
the  contact  to  attend  the  Clinic. 

Defaulters 

Some  patients  are  reluctant  to  r ©-attend  to 
complete  their  treatment.  Accordingly  letters  are 
sent  to  these  patients  asking  them  to  return «,  If 
they  still  fail  to  do  so*  the  Social  Worker  endeavours 
to  contact  them  personally. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

v  r. ...  ■  ffl.niin.i-M  i  ■■  ffl  .mm  —  «  .  ■  1 1  7  ■   . , tm— mm...™ 1 1.  -mi  .  ■  -r».i  m:—nw  .m-mm-m—i *-mmm 3——  ■  -in  unir 

In  recent  years  it  has  become  increasingly 
difficult  to  find  items  of  interest  on  which  to  make 
specific  comment  in  an  annual  report.  The  major 
infectious  diseases  have  been  fought  and  conquered,  food 
poisoning  is  now  relatively  scarce,  slum  housing  has  been 
eliminated,  and  during  1972  the  one  factor  dominating  all 
other  thoughts  has  been  the  impending  reorganisation  of 
Local  Government.  This  reorganisation,  which,  in 
general  has  not  been  sought  by  any  officers,  has 
undoubtedly  adversely  affected  many  aspects  of  the  work 
owing  to  the  ever-increasing  demands  that  is  made  on 
time,  particularly  the  time  of  senior  staff. 

Investigation  of  Nuisances 

The  complaints  relating  to  the  normal  type  of 
nuisances  to  which  we  have  become  accustomed  over  the 
years  have  continued  to  be  received,  but  there  is  more 
and  more  evidence  that  pollutants  of  the  atmosphere  are 
causing  people  concern,  and  locally  this  related 
principally  to  noise.  The  tendency  to  concentrate 
industrial  development  into  single  centres  in  close 
proximity  to  motorways  and  railways  has  brought  problems 
which  have  clearly  indicated  the  need  for  the  closest 
possible  liaison  at  a  very  early  stage  between  planners 
and  public  health  officers  if  the  neighbours  (i.e. 
industrialist  and  householder)  are  to  live  in  harmony. 

It  has  become  the  tendency  in  recent  years  for 
boutiques  and  other  shops  catering  for  the  younger 
shopper  to  utilise  the  services  of  amplified  music,  and 
in  many  cases  this  is  directed  on  to  the  pavement  so  as 
to  attract  customers.  It  is  doubtful,  from  a  legal 
point  of  view,  whether,  where  such  practices  occur,  it 
is  necessary  to  prove  a  nuisance  or  not,  but  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  to  all  but  the  younger  generation  this 
practice  is  a  most  disconcerting  one  and  certainly 
causes  nuisance  to  the  occupiers  of  adjoining  shops  and 
offices  8 

The  number  of  industrial  chimneys  emitting 
black  smoke  is  now  so  limited  that  any  offender  is 
readily  spotted  and  we  are  fortunate  in  Wakefield  in 
that  most  of  the  industrial  processes  carried  out  within 
the  City  do  not  give  rise  to  offensive  odours. 


The  steady  progress  to  which  I  have  made 
comment  in  previous  reports  in  the  treatment  of  the 
rodent  population  of  the  sewers  has  again  been  maintained. 
So  much  progress  has  been  made  that  towards  the  end  of  -the 
year  serious  consideration  was  being  given  to  the 
reduction  of  the  establishment  of  rodent  operators  since 
it  was  felt  that  one,  provided  with  transport  and 
temporary  relief  during  periods  of  sewer  treatment  and 
hoi i days ,  would  more  than  adeguately  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  department. 


Housing 


During  1972  a  review  of  all  private  housing 


■within  the  City  was  carried  out  by  public  health 
inspectors,  and  this  confirmed  that  on  the  basis  of  the 
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present  legal  standards  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses 
in  Wakefield  had  been  completed.  It  is  now  virtually 
impossible  to  consider  any  area  comprising  more  than 
three  or  four  houses  as  a  clearance  area,  and  in  the 
very  near  future  there  must  be  a  complete  change  of 
emphasis  with  genf^mi^Jjnprovemen^  areas  replacing 
clearance  areas  to  provide  an  ever  increasing  standard 
of  housing. 

In  view  of  this  steady  increase  in  the  standard 
of  housing  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  established 
practice  of  giving  standard  improvement  grants  should  be 
continued  except  for  those  houses  which  have  a  somewhat 
limited  life.  Any  house  which  is  really  worth  improve¬ 
ment  should  surely  be  improved  to  the  full  discretionary 
standard,  but  there  is  undoubtedly  a  case  whereby  any 
house  which  cannot  be  brought  up  to  that  standard 
which  is  likely  to  remain  in  use  for  some  years  should 
be  provided  with  the  basic  amenities  so  as  to  provide  a 
tolerable  standard  of  living  for  the  occupants « 

No  progress  has  so  far  been  made  on  the 
question  of  general  improvement  areas  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  some  personal  regret  that  Wakefield  is  lagging  behind 
many  of  its  neighbouring  authorities  in  this  most 
important  field. 

Administrative  difficulties  within  the 
Corporation  have  resulted  in  the  work  that  was  being 
undertaken  in  controlling  houses  in  multi -occupation 
being  dealt  with.  As  I  have  previously  stated,  these 
houses  are  very  frequently  occupied  by  immigrant 
families  where  language  difficulties  exist  and  unless  a 
close  check  is  maintained  there  is  a  tendency  for  over¬ 
crowding  to  occur. 
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The  conditions  on  the  caravan  site  to  which  a 
specific  reference  was  made  in  the  last  annual  report 
have  not  improved  and  this  site  is  still  a  black  spot 
so  far  as  Wakefield's  environmental  health  standards  are 
concerned*  The  number  of  caravans  occupying  the  site 
varies ,  but  it  is  seldom,  if  ever,  completely  vacant  and 
this  must  indicate  the  need  for  proper  provision.  Whilst 
it  is  easy  to  appreciate  the  antagonism  which  most 
residents  feel  towards  the  siting  of  a  caravan  site  for 
itinerant  traders  within  the  City,  the  facts  must  be 
faced.  Where  provision  is  made  it  cannot  be  made  on  a 
shoe  string;  there  must  be  sufficient  financial 
resources  available  to  allow  for  the  construction  of  a 
site  with  proper  facilities  and,  more  important,  for 
adequate  and  constant  supervision. 

It  must  once  again  be  emphasised  that  whilst 
the  present  site  remains  in  occupation  there  is  a  constant 
threat  of  explosive  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease, 
rodent  infestation  and  general  dissatisfaction  from 
citizens  who  are  forced  to  come  into  contact  with  the 
site. 

Food  Inspection 

During  the  year  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  within  the  City  rose  to  a  total  of  135,267 
and  the  inspection  fees  amounted  to  £7.870. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  food  inspection  is 
one  of  the  major  tasks  undertaken  by  the  environmental 
health  services. 

The  increasing  number  of  supermarkets  operating 
in  the  City  caused  me  to  examine  very  closely  the 
question  of  the  free  issue  of  certificates  covering  the 
voluntary  surrender  of  food. 

Originally  these  certificates  were  issued  to 
meet  a  public  health  requirement  but  latterly  they  have 
been  increasingly  used  by  the  food  trade  as  an  aid  to 
claiming  compensation  for  damaged  goods,  a  very  large 
proportion  of  which  were  merely  dented  tins,  the  contents 
being  sound. 

The  Health  Committee,  after  careful 
consideration,  decided  that  as  from  the  1st  April,  1973, 
the  inspection  of  foodstuffs  would  continue  as  before 
but  that  where  a  trader  required  a  certificate  a  charge  of 
25p  would  be  made  for  each  certificate  or  each  nine  items 
covered  by  the  certificate.  To  enable  trades  to  adjust 
to  the  new  procedure  several  months  notice  was  given  of 
the  change  and  no  objections  were  received  to  the 
proposals . 
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Food  Hygiene,  Food  Safety  and  Health  Education 

This  section  of  the  report  can  be  likened  to 
the  comedian  who  starts  his  act  by  saying  he  has  some 
good  news  and  some  bad  news. 

The  good  news  involves  the  modernisation  of 
several  large  food  preparation  premises  which  has  been 
started,  and  in  some  cases  completed  during  the  year. 
There  are  nowseveral  food  factories  in  the  City  which  are 
equal  to  any  in  the  country  and  which  are  a  credit  to  the 
occupiers  and  the  authority. 

After  long  and  protracted  discussions,  a  local 
dairy  has  now  agreed  to  incorporate  the  best  available 
electronic  aids  in  their  process  lines  to  assist  in  the 
detection  of  dirty  bottles.  Once  this  has  been 
completed  1  cannot  see  how  the  company  can  undertake  any 
additional  precautions  or  safeguards  until,  a  machine  is 
perfected  which  is  capable  of  examining  the  whole  of  the 
bottle  or  the  one  trip  container  is  economically  viable 
and  accepted  by  the  public. 

Now  for  the  bad  news.  The  steady  flow  of 
complaints  concerning  the  quality  of  foodstuffs  continues, 
and  a  glance  through  the  Analyst's  report  will  show  that 
the  unsatisfactory  samples  cover  a  wide  range  of 
commodities  and  these  include  both  complaints  from  the 
consumers  and  faults  found  by  sampling  officers.  It 
must  also  be  remembered  that  many  complaints  are  not 
referred  to  the  Analyst,  since  his  opinion  is  not  always 
necessary. 

It  has  been  necessary  during  the  year  to 
institute  legal  proceedings  in  respect  of  four  offences. 
Three  involved  the  presence  of  extraneous  materials  in 
food  and  one  an  unsatisfactory  standard  of  food  hygiene 
in  an  old-established  bakery. 

I  have  commented  in  previous  years  on  the 
apparent  lack  of  interest  shown  by  the  food  trade  in 
general  towards  health  education.  This  department  is 
capable  and  willing  to  assist  in  the  training  of  food 
handlers,  but  the  demand  is  not  there. 

Clean  Air 

During  the  year,  work  undertaken  in  connection 
with  the  reorganisation  of  Local  Government  has  shown 
that  there  is  a  very  marked  variation  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  Clean  Air  Act  was  implemented  in  the  western 
part  of  the  proposed  Metropolitan  District  as  compared 
to  the  eastern  end.  Because  of  this,  the  Council  were 
considering  the  possibility  of  accelerating  the  smoke 
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control  programme  so  as  to  ensure  that  the  final  Order 
affecting  the  City  would  be  passed  by  the  City  Council 
before  the  1st  April,  1974. 

For  the  first  time  since  smoke  control  was 
introduced  into  Wakefield,  serious  attempts  seem  to  have 
been  made  by  certain  fuel  distributors  to  deliberately 
flout  the  Orders  by  selling  and  using  coal  in  Smoke 
Control  Areas,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  invoke  legal 
proceedings  several  times  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 


COMPLAINTS 
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ACTION  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 

No  proceedings  were  taken  in  default  of  action 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  during  the  year. 


NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 
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Miscellaneous 
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REFUSE  STORAGE  ACCOMMODATION 

The  Corporation  operates  a  bin  replacement 
scheme,  but  this  only  applies  to  houses  where  the  owners 
have  been  formally  required  by  notice  to  provide  a  dust¬ 
bin.  In  these  cases  an  annual  charge,  at  present  15p, 
is  levied  with  the  general  rate. 


Total  number  of  ashbins  on  maintenance 

at  end  of  1972  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8515 

Number  of  ashbins  renewed  at  properties 

under  maintenance  scheme  during  1972..  513 

CANAL  BOATS 


Two  canal  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
The  total  number  of  boats  on  the  register  is  2,  the  same 
as  last  year. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT.  1951 

•  A  total  of  5  samples  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Prescribed  Analyst  under  the  Act  during  1972. 

The  following  registrations,  etc.,  were  effected 
during  1972:- 

Number  of  licences  issued  to  manufacture 

rag  flock  ...  a  u  t  ...  • « »  . « »  e . .  1 

Number  of  premises  registered  where  rag 

flock  is  used  in  connection  with 
the  business  carried  on..  ..«•••  - 

Total  number  of  premises  on  the  register..  5 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  ACT,  1938 

Section  154 

Registration  of  hairdressers 9  and  barbers*  premises. 
The  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1972  was  85 
(a  decrease  of  2), 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Number  of  complaints  investigated  ...  • . .  564 

Operations  at  non~agri cultural  premises..  452 
Operations  at  agricultural  premises..  ...  - 

Number  of  survey  visits  ...  ...  . .  . .  ...  39 

Number  of  sewer  treatments . .  ...  1 

Number  of  manholes  test  baited  and 
treated 
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DISINFESTATION 


Spray  Disinfestation 


Municipal  houses  ...  . 

Other  than  municipal  houses. 


21 
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FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926 

A  total  of  10  samples  of  fertilisers  and  feeding 
stuffs  was  taken  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Act 
during  1972.  Nine  of  the  samples  were  reported  by  the 
Agricultural  Analyst  to  be  satisfactory.  In  the  case  of 
the  unsatisfactory  sample  the  irregularity  was  of  a  minor 
nature  and  an  appropriate  letter  was  sent  to  the  retailer, 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS  (LICENSED  SITES) 

During  the  year  one  licence  was  in  operation. 
This  licence  is  in  respect  of  a  permanent  site  which  has 
been  satisfactory  for  several  years. 

HOUSING  ADMINISTRATION 

During  the  year  action  was  taken  to  secure  the 
closure  or  demolition  of  64  houses  (59  in  clearance  areas 
and  5  as  individual  properties).  Details  of  the 
clearance  areas  represented  are  as  follows;- 


Name  of  Order 

No.  of 

Popula- 

Date  of 

Date  of 

Date  of 

houses 

tion 

Repres- 

Order 

conf ir- 

entation 

mation 

Hardy  Croft 

No.  1  C.P.O. 

4 

5 

30.4.72 

15.6.72 

— 

Berners  St. 

No.  1  C.P.O. 

4 

10 

30.4.72 

15.6.72 

- 

Brook  Street, 
No.  1  C.P.O. 

5 

8 

30.4.72 

15.6.72 

— 

Howard  St., 

No.  2  C.P.O. 

17 

53 

15.6.72 

6.7.72 

— 

Howard  St., 

No.  3  C.P.O. 

19 

32 

15.6.72 

6.7.72 

— 

York  Street, 
No.  5  C.P.O. 

10 

23 

15.6.72 

6.7.72 

Total  ...  ... 

59 

131 

■Vffo'Aix-t 


A  total  of  27  houses  was  demolished  during 

the  year.  "*m0t 


5  3 


I 


New  houses  erected  during 

1972 

Size  of  house. 

Built  by 

Built  by 

i.e.  number  of 

Total 

Corporation 

Private 

habitable  rooms 

2  rooms 

32 

28 

Enterprise 

4 

3  rooms 

4 

4 

4  rooms 

152 

115 

37 

5  rooms 

95 

— 

95 

6  rooms 

39 

— 

39 

322 

143 

179 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Total  number  of  houses  known  to  be 

in  multiple  occupation  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Number  of  letters  served  requiring 

additional  services  or  facilities.  ...  15 

Number  of  Notices  of  Intention  to 

serve  Direction  Orders  ...»  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Direction  Orders  served...  ...  8 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Rent  Act  during  the 
year,  but  36  certificates  were  still  operative  at  the  end 
of  1972. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 


( a )  Industrial 

During  1972,  20  smoke  observations  were  taken  on 
industrial  chimneys  within  the  City. 

No  contraventions  of  the  "Permitted  Periods" 
Regulations  were  recorded. 


(b)  Domestic 


e  'A 


Smoke  Control  Areas  in  the  City 


Title 

Operative 

date 

Hous  es 

Other  A 

n  .  ■  Acreage 

Premises 

Central  No.  1 

1.10.60 

96 

174 

23 

Central  No  /  2 

1 .  7.62 

122 

147 

37.75 

Alverthorpe  No.  1 

1.  9.62 

189 

10 

130.5 

Kettlethorpe  No.  1 

1.  9.62 

1 

2 

61.6 

Eastmoor  No.  1 

1.  4.63 

— 

— 

6 

Sandal  No.  1 . 

1.11.63 

373 

5 

353 

Sandal  No.  2 

1 .  6,66 

1312 

10 

616 

Flanshaw  No.  1 

1.  6.68 

1176 

38 

329 

Thornes  Lane  No.  1 

1.  9.68 

185 

4 

90 

Horbury  Road  No.  1 

1.  9.68 

193 

4 

282 

Sandal  No.  3 

1.  4.70 

80 

2 

172 

St.  John's  No.  1 

1.  4.71 

1456 

38 

350 

Plumpton  No .  1 

1.  7.72 

999 

54 

204 

Central  No.  3 

1.  7.72 

825 

482 

152 

Total 

7007 

970 

2804.85 

Result  of  Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  Air  Filter  Apparatus 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 
(a)  REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES 
Wakefield  Corporation  Act,  1938 

Section  109  (Registration  of  Hawkers  of  Meat,  Fish,  Fruit 

or  Vegetables) 

The  number  of  hawkers  registered  at  the  end  of 
1972  was  42. 

Section  110  (Registration  of  Food  Preparation  Premises) 

The  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1972 

was  49. 

Ice  Cream 

During  1972,  22  applications  for  registration  of 
premises  under  Section  110  of  the  Wakefield  Corporation 
Act,  1938,  were  received-  Some  of  these  were  in  respect 
of  changes  of  occupiers  and  the  total  number  of  premises 
registered  was  220.  Only  one  of  the  premises  is  used  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  the  others  being  for 
storage  and  sale  only-  4 

A  total  of  53  samples  was  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination  during  the  year.  All 
the  samples  were  subject  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  were  provision¬ 
ally  graded  as  follows:- 


Total  number 
of  samples 

■ — - - 1 

....  ..  ,. 

— . - . 

Provisional  Grades 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

53 

49 

4 

(92.45%) 

(7.547%) 

Milk  and  Dairies 
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Registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1959 

Distributors  with  premises  within  the  city  . „ .  42 
Distributors  with  shop  premises  at  which 
milk  is  supplied  only  in  the  properly 
closed  and  unopened  vessels  in  which  it 
is  delivered  to  the  shop  . ..  . ..  . . .  ...146 

A  total  of  22  new  registrations  was  effected 
during  the  year. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (General)  Regulations  1963 

A  total  of  284  licences  issued  under  these 
Regulations  was  in  operation  during  1972,  and  comprised 
the  following z- 

99  Dealers'  Licences  authorising  the  use 
of  the  special  designation  Pasteurised. 

147  Dealers'  licenses  authorising  the  use  of 
the  special  designation  Sterilised. 

33  Dealers'  licences  authorising  the  use  of 
the  special  designation  Untreated. 

4  Dealers'  licences  authorising  the  use  of 
the  special  designation  Ultra  Heat  Treated. 

1  Dealer's  (Pasteuriser's)  licence  authorising 
the  use  of  the  special  designation 
Pasteurised. 

(b)  FOOD  HYGIENE  AND  CONTROL 

Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  City 

Grocer  and  provision  dealer  . . . .  ... 

Fishmonger  and  fish  fryer  ...  . .  ...  ... 

Butcher  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  .  .  «  ... 

Baker  and  confectioner.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

G r e e ng rocer  .a.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sweets  and  confectionery...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Restaurants,  coffee  bars  and 

factory  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  «... 

Public  houses,  clubs  and  off  licences..  ... 


110 

46 

37 

33 

20 

44 

90 

113 


(c )  FOOD  EXAMINATION  AND  QUALITY  CONTROL 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

During  the  year  a  total  of  144  samples  of  milk  was 
submitted  to  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination. 

Details  of  the  types  of  milks  sampled  are  given 

belows  - 

96  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk,  2  of  which 
failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  * 

28  samples  of  Untreated  milk,  3  of  which 
failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
20  samples  of  Sterilised  milk,  all  of  which 
were  satisfactory. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Other  Foods 

During  the  year,  3  samples  of  food  were  submitted 
to  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Type  of  Food 

Report 

Ripple  Mousse 

Raspberry  and  Cream 

Fool 

Orange  Juice 

No  organisms  isolated 

No  organisms  isolated 

No  organisms  isolated 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 

During  the  year  80  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
to  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination. 


The  samples  comprised:- 

Number 


Mains  Water 
Baths  and  Paddling 

Pools 


15 


65 


Satisfactory 

11 

59 


Unsatisfactory 

4 

6 


Biological  Tests  for  Brucella  Abortus 


A  total  of  28  samples  of  raw  milk  was  submitted 
for  biological  tests  for  Brucella  Abortus.  All  the 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  within  the 
City  of  Wakefield. 


59 


Chemical  Analysis  of  Water 

During  the  year  1  sample  was  submitted  for 
chemical  analysis.  The  sample  was  satisfactory. 


Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 

A  total  of  197  samples  of  food  and  drugs  was 
submitted  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
during  the  year. 

Details  of  the  samples  taken  are  as  follows: 


Nature  of 

Commodity 

Beer 

Biscuits 


Bread 


Number  Number  Action  taken  on 

Examined  adult-  Unsatisfactory  Samples 

erated 

m  i  iipniiitT-m  winiBii.iiKP.mil 


10 

2  1  A  biscuit  was  found  to 

contain  a  mixture  of  cotton 
and  synthetic  fibres. 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
manufacturers . 

19  4  A  loaf  of  bread  was  found 

to  have'  a  blue-bottle  baked 
in  one  of  the  slices.  Firm 
prosecuted  fined  £20  plus 
£6  costs. 

A  sample  of  bread  was  pur¬ 
chased  as  a  milk  roll  which 
was  found  not  to  contain  fie 
necessary  6  per  cent  of 
whole  milk  solids.  After 
consultation  with  the  firm 
it  was  found  that  the 
assistant  selling  the  roll 
had  contravened  company 
regulations.  Firm  instruct¬ 
ions  were  given  by  the 
company  to  prevent  a  recur¬ 
rence. 

The  other  two  samples  which 
were  the  subject  of  unsat¬ 
isfactory  reports  were  where 
the  water  content  was 
considered  excessive,  and 
in  view  of  the  absence  of 
any  legal  standards  it  was 
not  possible  to  take  any 
enforcing  action. 
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No  •  m  e  of  Number  Number 
Comma  dl ty  Examined  Adult¬ 
erated 


Action  taken  on 
unsatisfactory  samples 


Butter  1 

Buttered 
Teacakes  6 

Cheese  1 

Cherries , 

glace  1 

Chocolate  1 


Dr i ppi ng ,  pork  1 
Fish  and  Fish 

products  22 


Fruit,  canned  1 
Fruit f  fresh  1 
Lard  2 


Lettuce  1 


1  This  sample  was  found  to  be 

contaminated  with  fragments  of 
black  material  which  proved  to 
consist  of  a  mixture  of  fat, 
charred  vegetable  matter,  mould 
spores  and  particles  of  black 
iron  oxide.  Letter  sent  to 
manufacturers » 

This  was  a  complaint  sample  that 
1  a  packet  of  Golden  Scampi  con¬ 
tained  insufficient  scampi. 
Analysis  showed  that  scampi 
constituted  only  30  per  cent  of 
the  whole,  the  remaining  70  per 
cent  being  batter  and  bread¬ 
crumbs.  Letter  sent  to  manu¬ 
facturers. 


1  This  sample  was  found  to  be 
contaminated  with  particles  cf 
metallic  zinc.  Letter  sent  to 
manufacturers . 


Meat  and  Meat  Products 

Beefburgers 
&.  hamburgers  5 


Black  pudding  2 
Chicken  spread  1 
Corned  Beef  1 
(canned) 


This  sample  contained  .150  part 
1  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide 
preservative  without  its 
presence  being  declared.  Letter 
sent  to  manufacturers. 


1  This  sample  contained  a  house  fly 
between  the  meat  and  the  side  of 
the  can.  Warning  letter  sent  to 
manufacturers . 


Croquettes 


1 


Nature  of  Number 
Commodity  exam¬ 

ined 

Faggots  1 

Haslet  1 

Meat  paste  5 

Meat  potted  1 


Meat  pies  2 

Pork  Luncheon 
Meat  (canned)  2 


Sausage  10 

Milk  45 


Milk-  Channel 
Island 

Mil£  evaporated 


(canned)  1 
Pastry  mix  1 
Porage  Oats  1 
Preserves  3 


Sage  and  Onion 
Stuffing  1 

Sandwich  1 
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Number  Action  taken  on 

adult-  Unsatisfactory  samples 

erated 


1  This  sample  contained  only 
6C%  of  meat  and  a  product  of 
this  type  should  contain  not 
less  than  95%  meat.  Warning 
letter  sent  to  manufacturers. 

This  sample  was  found  to  be 

1  contaminated  with  a  thin 
film  of  tin  which  had 
become  detached  from  the 
tinplate.  Letter  sent  to 
manufacturers . 

2  The  two  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  bottles  of  milk 
containing  extraneous  matter. 
One  was  found  to  contain  an 
earwig  and  the  other  fruit 
flies.  In  view  of  the 
difficulties  being 
encountered  in  connection 
with  the  dairy  concerned, 
the  Health  Committee  visited 
the  plant  and  had  discussions 
with  representatives  of  the 
company  which  has  resulted 

in  the  company  agreeing  to 
incorporating  electronic 
bottle-scanning  in  their 
process  lines. 


1  This  sample  consisted  of  a 
jar  of  jam  which  contained  2 
splinters  of  wood.  Warning 
letter  to  manufacturers. 


1  This  sandwhich  contained  a 
rodent  dropping. Firm 
prosecuted  &  fined  £20  plus 
£6  costs . 


Nature  of 

Number 

Number 

Action  taken  on 

Commodity 

examined 

adulter- 

Unsatisfactory  samples 

Scone 

1 

ated 

1 

This  sample  contained  a 

Soft  drinks 

18 

dropping  of  an  herbivorous 
animal,  probably  a  rabbit. 
Legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  but  the  case  was 
lost  on  a  technicality  in 
that  it  was  apparently  not 
possible  to  pursue  the 
warranty  given  by  the  over¬ 
seas  company  to  the 
importers „ 

Spirits 

6 

— 

Vegetables 

1 

— 

Drugs 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Capsules  1 

Halibut  Liver 

Oil  Capsules  4 

Haliborange 

Tablets 

1 

Vitamin 

Tablets 

4 

197 

17 

Laboratory  facilities 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  watery  milk, 
foods  and  pathological  specimens  is  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Wood  Street,  Wakefield- 

Chemical  analysis  of  foods,  drugs,  fertilisers 
and  water  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  R.  A,  Dailey,  F«R«I*CS, 
who  is  employed  as  the  City  Analyst  for  Leeds  and  also  acts 
for  the  City  of  Wakefield. 


(d)  FOOD  INSPECTION 

C—  — «mi t  i  ii ici— — m* — — iiawM  — 

Number  of  Animals  slaughtered  in  the  City  during  1971 


Animals 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 


Private 

Slaughterhouses 

12,260 

70,265 

52,742 


~  6  3 

A  total  of  135,267  animals  was  slaughtered  in 
1972,  compared  with  118,296  in  the  previous  year,  an 
increase  of  16,971. 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

exclu¬ 

ding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

12210 

50  1 

52742 

70265 

Number  inspected 

12210 

50 

« van 

52742 

70265 

All  diseases 

29 

at n 

24 

5733 

139 

13205 

except  Tuberculo- 

sis  and  Cyst i cere i 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  orgai 
was  condemned 

1 

( 

4319 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

35  *  39 

68,00 

17.57 

18.99 

Tuberculosis  only 

n 

1 

«w 

— 

— 

MLOD 

119 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  orga 
was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 
Cysticerci 

3.0014 

0,169 

n 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  orga 
was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
ref igeration 
Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 
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No  horses  were  slaughtered  in  the  City  during 

the  year a 

Meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  private 
slaughter-houses  -  55  tons  7  cwt  0  qtr.  0  st.  9  lb. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

A  total  of  26  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun 
animals  was  issued  during  1972.  Twenty  five  of  the 
licences  were  renewals  and  1  was  a  new  licence. 


Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  pountry  processing  premises 
within  the  City. 


Inspection  of  Other  Food 

lbs 

Cheese 

•  40 

Butter 

924 

Vegetables 

245 

Meat 

214 

Dried  Fruit 

285 

Fruit 

2,275 

Rice 

28 

Miscellaneous 

57 

Total  ...  ... 

.  ...  ...  4,068 

Total  -  1  ton 

16  cwt  1 

qr„  0  st,  8  lb. 

No,  of 

tins 

lbs , 

Meat 

1334 

3,628 

Milk 

578 

556 

Vegetables 

2493 

4,306 

Fruit 

7994 

19,911 

Fish 

348 

164 

Totals 

12747 

28,  565 

Total  -  12  tons  15  cwt 

0  qrs.  0  st.  5  lbs. 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 


The  unsound  meat  from  the  private  slaughter¬ 
house  is  disposed  of  by  sale  to  processing  contractors 
whose  plants  have  been  approved  by  this  Department. 

All  other  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by 
incineration  at  the  Department's  own  incinerator  installed 
at  the  Ambulance  Station  and  Disinfestation  Centre  in 
Brunswick  Street. 
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PLACES  OF  EMPLOYMENT 

rm—TMt  wwriiiitwnnirwimiwiiMCTiwaflw—n 

Notices  from  HoM0  Inspector  of  Factories 

iw  i  nm  icrw  ncin  ■  ffim  ■  mi  mtiii  i  mi  ■— 1.»  .iiiiniM»»a* 

During  the  year  2  notices  were  received 
from  H0M0  Inspector  of  Factories  reporting  contraventions 
of  the  Act. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 


w 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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III.  OUTWORKERS 
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Reported  Accidents s 
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of  applications  for  exemption  ...  . ..  Nil 
of  prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  ANALYST  FOR  1972 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  analyses  made 


during  1972:- 

Food  and  Drug  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs...  ...  . .  10 


^  ^  a  t  e  i  o  '.,i ■-  c  s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
Water  for  radioactivity  measurement..  . ...  12 
Miscellaneous  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _2 

222 


The  table  on  pages  59/64  summarises  the  articles 
submitted  for  analysis  under  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  8.6  per 
cent  compared  with  6.0  per  cent  in  1971  and  3.9  per 
cent  in  1970o 

MILK 

The  average  composition  of  the  52  samples  analysed 
is  shoxtfn  in  the  Table  below,  which,  for  comparison 
purposes,  also  shows  the  corresponding  figure  for  1971, 
together  with  the  1972  figures  for  Leeds  and  the  minimum 
composition  required  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations, 
1939. 


—— ■ — -'■■—■II  --■■■■  I. 

Wakefield 

Leeds 

Minimum  legal 

1972 

1971 

1972 

requirement 

No.  of  samples 

52 

101 

1,168 

So lids -not- fat 

8 . 70% 

8.65% 

8.78 1 

8 . 50% 

Fat 

4 . 03 % 

3.91% 

3.89 %  3.0 0% 

Total  solids 

12.73% 

12.56% 

12.671 

11.50% 

1 

All  the  52  samples  were  free  from  added  water,  fat 
deficiency  and  antibiotic  residues.  The  total  included 
7  Channel  Island  milks  which  are  required  to  contain  not 
less  than  4.0  per  cent  of  fat  compared  with  the  3.0  per 
cent  minimum  for  ordinary  milk. 

Two  of  the  samples  comprised  one  pint  bottles  of  milk 
submitted  by  the  purchasers  who  complained  of  the 
presence  of  extraneous  matter.  One  proved  to  contain 
the  exo-skeleton  of  an  earwig,  whilst  the  other  contain¬ 
ed  13  fruit  flies,  one  beetle,  5  pupae,  2  empty  pupae 
cases  and  16  larvae  -  all  were  dead.  The  fruit  flies 
had  undoubtedly  bred  on  milk  residues  left  in  the 
bottle  before  its  return  to  the  dairy  and  had  not 


'7  9 

—  /  Zj 

been  removed  by  the  normal  bottle-washing  procedure. 

FOOD  OTHER  THAN  MILK 

15  of  the  145  samples  of  food  other  than  milk 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  4  of  these  were 
routine  samples  and  11  originated  as  complaints  from 
members  of  the  public.  Details  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  are  as  follows*- 

Milk  Roll;  The  Bread  &  Flour  Regulations,  1963,  require 
an  article  sold  under  this  name  to  contain  not  less  than 
6  per  cent  of  whole  milk  solids  (calcualted  on  the  dry 
matter  of  the  bread)..  An  informal  sample  was  reported 
as  100  per  cent  deficient  in  milk  solids  and  a  subsequent 
formal  sample  from,  the  same  source  was  not  less  than  83 
per  cent  deficient. 

Beefburgers  contained  150  parts  per  million  of  sulphur 
dioxide  preservative  without  its  presence  being  made  known, 
to  the  purchaser  this  being  a  contravention  of  the 
Preservatives  in  Food  Regulations,  The  meat  content  at 
97  per  cent  was  well  above  the  legal  minimum  of  80  per 
cent. 

Potted  Meat  contained  only  60  per  cent  of  meat  whereas 
the  Fish  and  Meat  Spreadable  Products  Regulations  require 
this  article  to  contain  not  less  than  95  per  cent  meat. 

Of  the  complaint  samples  all  but  one  referred  to 
extraneous  matter  in  food.  The  exception  was  a  packet  of 
Golden  Scampi  which  in  the  opinion  of  purchaser  contained 
too  little  scampi  and  too  much  batter.  The  complaint  was 
justified,  analysis  showing  that  scampi  constituted  only 
30  per  cent  of  the  whole,  the  remaining  70  per  cent  being 
batter  and  breadcrumbs.  The  manufacturers  admitted  that 
an  error  had  occurred,  their  aim  being  for  a  55  per  cent 
scampi  content. 

The  ten  samples  containing  extraneous  matter 
comprised  Bread  in  which  a  blue-bottle  had  been  baked; 
Teacakes  the  outsides  of  which  were  heavily  soiled  with 
particles  of  soot;  a  Sandwich  in  the  crumb  of  which  was 
embedded  a  rodent  dropping;  a  Scone  containing  the 
dropping  of  a  herbivorous  animal,  probably  a  rabbit;  a 
Biscuit  in  which  had  been  baked  a  mixture  of  cotton  and 
synthetic  fibres  coloured  black,  blue  and  pink;  Apple  & 
Blackcurrant  Jam  containing  two  splinters  of  wood; 

Canned  Luncheon  Meat  the  surface  of  which  had  been 
contaminated  with  a  thin  film  of  tin  which  had  become 


become  detached  from  the  tin-plate;  a  can  of  Corned 
Beef  in  which  was  a  house- fly  squashed  between  the  meat 
and  the  side  of  the  can;  Lard  contaminated  with  a  grey 
smear  which  analysis  proved  to  be  particles  of  metallic 
zinc;  Chocolate  Teddy  Bears  the  surface  of  which  was 
contaminated  with  fragments  of  black  material  which 
proved  to  consist  of  a  mixture  of  fat,  charred  vegetable 
matter,  mould  spores  and  particles  of  black  iron  oxide. 

The  contamination  was  probably  due  to  inadequate  clean¬ 
ing  of  the  moulds  in  which  the  chocolate  figures  had  been 
formed. 

Two  foreign  bodies  stated  to  have  been  found  in 
foodstuffs  were  separately  classified  because  none  of 
the  actual  food  was  submitted  for  examination .  The 
first  of  these  proved  to  be  the  body  of  a  wood-louse 
coated  with  fat  and  small  particles  of  potato.  Tests 
proved  that  the  wood-louse  had  be  n  subjected  to  heat 
treatment  and  all  the  laboratory  findings  were  consistent 
with  the  creature  having  been  cooked  with  the  chips  in 
which  it  was  found.  The  second  object  proved  to  be  a 
marine  worm  some  two  inches  long  found  in  a  bag  of  flour. 
The  flour  originated  from  an  inland  mill  and  the  source 
of  this  unusual  contaminant  is  likely  to  remain  a 
mystery.  It  was  described  by  the  millers  as  the  most 
unusual  contaminant  of  flour  that  they  had  experienced* 

Following  discussion  with  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspectors  it  was  decided  this  year  to  concentrate 
sampling  on  a  limited  range  of  foodstuffs  as  distinct 
from  random  sampling  of  a  much  wider  range.  The  foods 
selected  for  review  were  Bread,  Beer,  Coated  Fish  Products 
*Open  pack*  Meat  Products,  Spreadable  Fish  and  Meat 
Products,  Soft  Drinks,  and  Vitamin  preparations,  A 
dozen  or  more  samples  of  each  commodity  were  analysed  and 
the  results  compared.  Some  of  the  more  interesting 
findings  are  described  below. 

Bread,  A  comparison  was  made  of  the  water  content  of 
white  bread  baked  respectively  by  multiple  and  small 
bakers.  The  average  water  content  of  the  former  was 
38.6  per  cent  (range  35.9  to  40,0  per  cent),  and  of  the 
latter  35.2  per  cent  (range  33.3  to  37.0  per  cent). 

There  is  no  legal  limit  for  the  water  content  of  bread 
in  this  country.  In  those  countries  where  a  limit  is 
prescribed  it  is  generally  38  per  cent.  All  six  loaves 
baked  by  small  bakers  would  have  complied  with  such  a 
standard  but  5  of  the  8  baked  by  the  multiple  bakers 
exceeded  this  figure. 
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Beer*  10  samples  were  analysed  and  all  proved  to  be  free 
from  added  water*  Their  alcohol  contents  varied 
between  3.2  and  4.5  per  cent. 

Coated  Fish  Products.  Analysis  of  4  samples  of  fish 
fingers  and  5  samples  of  fish  fillets  in  batter  showed 
the  average  fish  content  of  both  groups  to  be  60  per 
cent.  There  is  no  legal  standard  for  these  items*  Fish 
cakes  (6  samples)  possessed  an  average  fish  content  of 
45  per  cent,  well  above  the  legal  minimum  of  35  per  cent. 

Meat  Products.  The  18  samples  included  sausages 
(variously  described  as  beef,  pork,  tomato,  luncheon  and 
Cumberland),  black  pudding,  faggots,  haslet,  beefburgers 
and  pork  croquettes.  All  the  samples  contained  more 
than  the  minimum  meat  contents  prescribed  in  The  Sausage 
&  Other  Meat  Products  Regulations,  1967. 

Spreadable  Fish  &  Meat  Products  include  such  items  as 
potted  meat,  chopped  meat  in  jelly,  fish  and  meat  paste 
and  spread,  pate  and  brawn.  Minimum  meat  (or  fish) 
contents  are  prescribed  for  all  of  these*  Of  the  ten 
samples  submitted  only  one  (the  potted  meat  previously 
referred  to)  failed  to  comply  with  the  legal  require- 
ment. 

Soft  Drinks,  The  17  samples  were  examined  for  fruit 
content  (where  appropriate),  preservative,  colour  and 
metallic  contamination.  When  the  packing  of  soft  drinks 
in  cans,  as  distinct  from  the  traditional  bottles,  was 
introduced,  several  million  cans  had  to  be  destroyed 
because  their  contents  were  found  by  Public  Analysts  to 
contain  more  than  the  legally  permitted  quantity  of  lead 
(derived  from  the  sealing  compound  in  the  can  seams). 

All  the  above  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Vitamin  Preparations.  These  preparations  are  required 
to  be  labelled  with  their  actual  vitamin  content.  From 
time  to  time  samples  have  proved  to  be  deficient 
(generally  of  Vitamin  A,  but  sometimes  of  Vitamin  C)  due 
to  overlong  storage.  The  ten  samples  analysed  during 
the  year  all  proved  satisfactory. 

PESTICIDE  RESIDUES 

As  their  contribution  to  the  statistically 
planned  National  Survey,  Wakefield  submitted  samples  of 
Lettuce,  Pears  and  White  Fish  for  determination  of 
pesticide  residues.  None  was  present  in  the  pears,  but 
the  lettuce  contained  3  parts  per  thousand  million  of 
the  fungicide  pentachloronitrobenzene  and  the  white  fish 
(haddock)  contained  2  parts  of  BHC,  3  parts  of  DDT  and 
30  parts  of  Mercury  per  thousand  million  parts  of  fish. 


All  of  these  quantities  are  so  low  as  to  be  completely 

harmless . 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT 

8  fertilisers  and  2  feeding  stuffs  were  submitted* 
A  sample  of  John  Innes  Base  showed  a  one  per  cent  excess 
of  soluble  phosphoric  acid  and  a  corresponding 
deficiency  in  insoluble  phosphoric  acid*  With  this 
exception  all  the  samples  complied  with  the  respective 
statutory  statements a 

WATER 

One  sample  of  drinking  water  was  submitted  for 
determination  of  lead  content *  but  proved  to  be  entirely 
free  from  this  metal* 

RADIOACTIVITY 

The  routine  monitoring  of  the  City  water  was 
continued.  The  average  level  of  artificial  radio¬ 
activity  was  2.7  picocuries  per  litre.  This  is  the 
lowest  average  level  since  measurements  of  radio¬ 
activity  commenced  in  I960.  In  1963*  when  fall-out 
from  the  atmospheric  testing  of  nuclear  weapons  was  at 
its  peak*  the  yearly  average  was  19.1  picocuries  per 
litre. 

CONCLUSION 

It  is*  once  again*  a  pleasure  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  my  Deputy*  Mr.  L„  A.  Perkin*  for  his 
assistance  in  the  various  problems  involved  in  the  above 
work*  and  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector*  Mr. 

W.  Be  Twyford*  and  his  Staff*  for  their  most  helpful 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


R0  A.  DALLEY*  FaReI„Ca* 
Public  Analyst 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


I  am  informed  by  the  City  Engineer  that  the 
arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
within  the  City  are  reasonably  adequate,  and  that 
further  improvements  at  the  Works  are  in  hand* 
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WAKEFIELD  WATER  1972 

(I  am  grateful  to  the  Engineer  and  Manager  of 
the  Wakefield  and  District  Water  Board  for 
this  report) 


(a)  (i)  The  water  supply  to  the  City  has  been 

satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(ii)  No  contamination  of  supplies  occurred. 

(iii)  All  dwellings  in  the  City  are  supplied 
directly  from  Water  Board  mains* 

(iv)Fluoride  concentration  in  water  supplied 
is  less  than  0.1  mg/1  (F). 

(b)  (i)  Samples  are  examined  from  source  to  tap  in 

order  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of 
sterilization  and  treatment  of  the  supply. 
Bacteriological  examination  is  carried  out 
at  all  stages  of  treatment  and  at  several 
selected  points  in  distribution  on  a 
weekly  basis  to  ensure  that  col i forms 
present  in  the  raw  water  supply  are 
removed  before  distribution  to  the  consumer. 

Chemical  analysis  is  carried  out  on  a 
weekly  basis  -  a  copy  of  a  typical  analysis 
is  shown  below. 

(ii)  Any  tendency  to  plumbo  solvency  is  removed 
by  chemical  treatment. 


Result  of  examination  of  Water  Samples 

Appearance  ...  ...  . a . .  ...  ...  . „ .  . B .  .  „ 

Colour  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  . . .  ...  . . 

Chlorides  (Cl)  (mg/litre). .  ...  ...  ...  . . 

pH-  „  a .  „  . .  .  „  „  0  .  .  ....  . . .  . . .  ...  ...  . . 

Electrical  Conductivity  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Alkalinity  (CaCo  )  (mg /litre) , .  ...  ...  . . 

Total  Hardness  (CaCo9)  (rag/ litre) . .  ...  . . 

Iron  (Fe)  (mg/litre ).. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Manganese  (Mn)  (mg / litre) . .  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Free  Chlorine  (Cl)  (mg/litre)..  ...  ...  . . 

Aluminium  (A1 )  (mg/litre)..  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Combined  Chlorine  (Cl).....  ...  . . . 


Clear 
Hazen  5 
21.0 
7.5 
165 
18 

52.0 

0.04 

Nil 

0a08 

0.12 

0.08 
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